
Luke (chapter 11) 

I. The Lord’s Prayer 

(Luke 11)  One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 

finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as 

John taught his disciples."  

2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: "'Father, hallowed be 

your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 

Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And 

lead us not into temptation.'"  

A. It’s accurate to complain that this is not really the “Lord’s Prayer” as they 

Lord uttered many prayers. “Model Prayer” is arguably better. But, again, people 

generally take offense at being corrected for insubstantial mistakes. After something has 

been called the “Lord’s Prayer” for over 1,000 years, that is its name. 

B. It’s interesting that John felt the need to teach his disciples to pray as well. 

Evidently, the prayers practiced in those days were not sufficient. 

C. Notice, first, the brevity of the prayer. Jesus could pray all night—or even 

40 days, but his example is very, very brief.  

D. In Matthew, Jesus specifically condemns long prayer in his introduction to 

the Lord’s prayer. 

(Mat 6:7-8)  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 

pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask 

him. 

E. God is not impressed by eloquence. He is not impressed by lots of words. 

He is not impressed by vocabulary. He is not impressed by Jacobean English (the English 

spoken in 1611, when the KJV was written). He is not impressed by how many times you 

say “Lord.” 

F. We often intimidate people into not praying as they should. The “rules” 

are not rules— 

1. There is no preferred posture 

a) Jesus prayed with eyes open toward heaven. 

b) Our prayer with hands together is from feudal practice, it’s a 

show of  submission to one’s overlord. 



 2 

c) Eyes closed indicates that God is within. And he is. But is out 

there, too. 

d) Moses prayed by lifting holy hands to God—as did New 

Testament Christians. 

2. To pray “in Jesus’ name” does not require a verbal formula—just 

by the power of Jesus. God hears it whether or not you remember to say it. 

3. There is not a word of praise in this prayer. You don’t have to 

“butter up” God. He is not emotionally needy. Praise him if you feel the 

urge. Don’t if you don’t.  

4. It’s ok to be upset with God and even to complain (some). God 

already knows what you’re thinking. You can’t fool him. You’d may as 

well put it on the table and deal with it. 

G. “Hallowed be your name” is archaic. “May your name be considered 

holy.”  

H. It’s much the same thought as “Your Kingdom come.” Both express a 

desire for more and more people to submit to God. 

I. Remember that “Kingdom” is better translated “rule,” “reign,” or 

“sovereignty.” May your authority come to be recognized and honored ..  

J. Some refuse to pray “Your Kingdom come” because it’s already come. 

And this is true—but it hasn’t fully come. Some NT verses speak in terms of the 

Kingdom being in heaven— 

(2 Tim 4:18)  The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 

will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

(2 Pet 1:11)  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

K. The Kingdom has come, is coming, and has yet to come. 

L. I think our hyper-sensitivity to the idea of the kingdom having already 

come is from Foy Wallace Jr.’s zealous efforts in the 1940’s and 1950’s to stamp out 

premillenialism. But a lot of non-premillenialists pray this prayer. 

M. I’m not one for ritualistic repetition of the prayer, as is common in some 

churches. Neither am I big on proving how smart we are by refusing to pray it!  
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N. “Daily bread” tells us it’s okay to pray for material things and mundane 

things. There’s nothing wrong with wanting three square meals. However, Jesus doesn’t 

pray for anything more for himself—just enough to get by to do God’s work. 

O. “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.” 

Usually Matthew’s Gospel is less strict. Here it’s more strict—“as we forgive everyone 

…”  

P. Either way, the point is the same, and it’s repeated in many ways 

throughout the Gospels. Our forgiveness is tied to our forgiving others. God is quite clear 

that this unspeakable blessing should result in our being Christlike enough to forgive 

others. Period. 

Q. “Temptation” can be equally well translated “testing.”  

(Luke 22:28)  You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 

(Acts 20:19)  I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, 

although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 

(Gal 4:14)  Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not 

treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an 

angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. 

R. “Test” is actually a better translation, although it can mean “tempt.” Both 

ideas may well be there. God does not tempt, but he can set on a path that leads to 

temptation, just as did Jesus’ path. 

S. Jesus may be saying, “Pray that God protects you from temptation”—

which is not a bad prayer at all. 

T. Or he may be saying “Pray that God doesn’t test you.” After all, Jesus 

would soon be tested and it would be none too pleasant. 

U. There are two ways to learn humility or wisdom. Either you receive them 

through prayer and study or else by humbling experiences—tests. Some of us have to 

learn the hard way. Pray that you don’t have to. One way or another, God will teach us all 

humility—pray its not on Judgment Day and that it’s not through testings. 

V. Place the prayer in historical context. Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem 

with his disciples to confront the Jewish power structure and be crucified.  

1. “Your kingdom come” thus becomes a prayer for the crucifixion, 

although the apostles did not understand it. 

2. “Your will  be done on earth” is a prayer for Jesus to obey to the 

point of crucifixion. He concluded his prayer just before his arrest with 

“Your will be done”! 
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3. “Give us this day our daily bread” — just enough food for the 

journey. 

4. “Forgive us our sins as we forgive …” Jesus didn’t sin, but his 

apostles did and would. Peter would betray him. James and John would 

seek to destroy a village with heavenly fire. 

5. They’d be sinned against in a truly awful way by the loss of their 

Savior. He’d say from the cross “Forgive them …” but the apostles needed 

to learn to forgive as well. They couldn’t spend their lives in bitterness 

over their loss or hatred of the Jews they were called to save. 

6. “Lead us not into testing.” Jesus was, of course, tested the most. 

Peter and the others were severely tested by the events ahead. 

W. While the prayer works in the abstract (and is thus included in Matthew’s 

Sermon on the Mount), in retrospect, it was the perfect prayer for the apostles to be 

praying at this time and place. 

II. Prayer 

5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he 

goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 

because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing 

to set before him.'  

7 "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is 

already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give 

you anything.' 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the 

bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will 

get up and give him as much as he needs.  

A. Notice that in Palestinian homes, they shared a common bed with their 

children. The same is true today in the U.S. in many homes while the children are very 

young. 

B. Take a moment to reflect on Jesus’ image: God is a father in bed with this 

children snuggled up beside him!  

C. Jesus encourages us to be “bold” in prayer—to urge and persist in asking. 

This runs contrary to our expectations of God—who asks to be pestered? Why not just 

say yes the first time? 

D. But God is a person, not a vending machine. He desires relationship with 

his children. He likes being asked. After all, he doesn’t get tired and he’s not going to run 

out of stuff to give! Nor is he short of time!! 
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E. He doesn’t say no just to test us (well, he might some of the time). There 

are usually other reasons, I think. But persistence matters. 

F. If nothing else, this assures us that our concerns are not too small for God. 

He is not short of patience. Don’t give up! 

9 "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 

will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who 

asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 

be opened.  

11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him 

a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 

to those who ask him!"  

G. Or if you ask for snake will be given a snake? 

H. God knows our needs better than we do. And his understanding of our 

nature is much greater than our own. 

I. God often says “no.” We struggle mightily with this. But think of him as a 

parent and us as children. Sometimes we ask for things that are not good for us. 

J. Moreover, God has an eternal perspective. He knows how things turn out  

in the end. He knows that slight changes in the present can have huge impacts on the 

future—which he can see and we cannot. 

K. We are a bit surprised to see Jesus bring up the Holy Spirit here. But that’s 

because we don’t study the prophets. 

L. The OT prophets promised the Spirit as a sign of the coming Messiah. The 

gift of prophecy had left the Jews since the OT was finished 450 years earlier. The Jews 

diligently prayed for a return of the Spirit. 

M. Jesus promises that the prophecies would be fulfilled. Of course, the Spirit 

was already working powerfully through Jesus and, on occasion, through the apostles. 

But this was nothing compared to what was to come—the Spirit for ALL disciples for 

ALL generations—a promise too grand even to be imagined!  

N. But God loves his children and, though slow, would finally honor his 

word—and then some. 

III. A kingdom divided against itself 

14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon 

left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 
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But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving 

out demons." 16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.  

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom 

divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will 

fall. 18 If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I 

say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. 19 Now 

if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive 

them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20 But if I drive out demons 

by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.  

A. “Beelzebub” is ancient, and a derivation of “Baal,” meaning lord and used 

of the Philistine’s highest god. The original meaning was likely “lord of the high places,” 

but in Hebrew sounded much like “lord of dung” or even “lord of the flies” (you can see 

the association!). He was therefore using a very derisive term used by Jews of a false god. 

By the First Century, it had come to mean Satan for many, and Jesus uses the term for its 

obvious irony. “Do you really think I could do this by the powers of the Lord of dung? 

Can you be serious? How could HE have such powers?” 

B. The fact that Jesus was doing miracles was beyond dispute, but the crowd 

refused to give God credit and so they credited Satan. 

C. The logic is obvious. A demon’s enemy is God, not Satan. Jesus was 

casting out a DEMON, for crying out loud.  

D. In v. 19, Jesus is mocking them. Their followers didn’t cast out demons at 

all. If I’m with Satan and you’re with God, he asks, then why can’t you cast out demons 

more than I? Who is more powerful? 

E. If then I cast out demons by the power of God, whose side must you be 

on? 

F. “The finger of God” is a reference to the exodus (Ex. 8:19), particularly 

the 10 plagues. Jesus is claiming that level of oneness with God. Indeed, his ability to 

free these men of demons demonstrates his ability to free the world from Satan, leading 

them into freedom from slavery. 

G. The point of the plagues was to prove God’s superiority and force Pharaoh 

to honor his commands. Jesus is implying that his opponents are in the same place as 

Pharaoh—stubbornly resisting God’s efforts to free his people.  

21 "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 

possessions are safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and 

overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and 

divides up the spoils.  

H. This clinches the logic. I must be stronger than Satan to be able to do what 

I do—and you must be weaker—or else on his side. Who will you follow? 
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23 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 

gather with me, scatters.  

I. If you are not on my side, then you’re on Satan’s side. If you don’t help 

me spread the gospel, then you’re in the way. 

24 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid 

places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, 'I will return to the 

house I left.' 25 When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in 

order. 26 Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than 

itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is 

worse than the first." 

J.  Merely being passive and not interfering with God’s work is not good 

enough. An empty soul is soon filled with evil. You must fill your soul by following 

Jesus and doing good. Not doing bad is not good enough. 

IV. He who is not against me 

A. The class will insist that we reconcile “who is not for me” with “who is 

not against me” in 9:50. Both are proverbial and the proximity of the two in the narrative 

certainly tells us that Luke (and Jesus) saw no contradiction despite the paradox 

seemingly created. 

B. In 9:50, the man was doing good in the name of Jesus. He surely had faith. 

His knowledge was incomplete but nonetheless, he was on Jesus’ side. Think of Apollos 

and the Ephesians in Acts 18 and 19. They had incomplete knowledge of the gospel, but 

Luke calls them “disciples.” And they readily accepted correction when offered. They 

were not enemies of the gospel. 

C. But if you sit back and deny miracles and refuse to join with Jesus even to 

the extent of your knowledge—if you deny the evidence you have—even if you’ve never 

really known Jesus, you are against him. 

D. This leaves a lot of people unaccounted for, but the two sayings aren’t 

meant to be a comprehensive theology. Rather, we know that people of faith who haven’t 

received complete instruction are for Jesus and not to be rebuked (but they should be 

instructed better). Those who sit on the sidelines despite the evidence are against Jesus. 

V. Jesus’ mother 

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called 

out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you."  

28 He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God 

and obey it."  
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A. Those who obey the gospel are more blessed than Mary! And obviously 

this is so if you understand the blessings of the gospel. 

VI. The sign of Jonah 

29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked 

generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except 

the sign of Jonah.  

A. Jesus to this point had done countless miracles out of compassion for those 

in need. But the crowd wanted a show, and this Jesus wouldn’t give them. He was not an 

entertainer—he was a healer.  

B. Notice that the crowd didn’t present someone sick ask for a cure. There 

was no compassion in their request, and so it was denied. 

30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of 

Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the 

judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came 

from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one 

greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.  

C. Ninevah and the Queen of the South are cited because but are examples of 

Gentiles accepting God’s word and being blessed. The Ninevites repented and were 

spared.  

D. Jesus is taunting them—the Gentiles are more open to God’s call for 

repentance than you! Be careful or you’ll find yourselves far worse off on Judgment Day 

than the pagan Assyrians of Ninevah and the pagan Queen who honored God’s work 

through Solomon. 

VII. Light 

33 "No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be 

hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who 

come in may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When 

your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when they 

are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 See to it, then, that the light 

within you is not darkness. 36 Therefore, if your whole body is full of 

light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light 

of a lamp shines on you."  

A. Imagine your eyes shining backwards into your body, shining light into all 

that’s inside you. They’d then be “lamps” to your insides. 
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B. If he’s referring back to the healing of the mute demoniac, he’s saying: Let 

your body and soul be lit by what you see. Don’t refuse to see—but open your eyes and 

let the truth shine in!! 

C. It’s important to read these passages not as a collection of disconnected 

proverbs but as a well-thought out narrative. This is the conclusion of the story—your 

eyes can shine light on your soul if, when you are around Jesus, you’ll just bother to 

look! 

D. Many have struggled to understand this saying as it seems so disjointed 

and awkward taken out of context. But if you consider it as part of the same discourse, it 

makes perfect sense—believe your eyes! 

VIII. Washing before you eat 

37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat 

with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee, 

noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised.  

A. I just LOVE this story. It reminds of when I was a child. “Cleanliness is 

next to Godliness” I was told. It never made sense to me, you know, and it still doesn’t. 

B. I grew up playing in dirt. My mother patched my jeans BEFORE I wore 

them the first time—one patch in the inside and one on the outside—and a few weeks 

later, it was time for the third patch! Dirt was my element! 

C. And I hated to wash my hands before eating. It was a waste of valuable 

playtime and completely unproductive. And, now I know, Jesus agrees!! 

D. The idea of sanitation is barely a century old. The Pharisees didn’t wash to 

protect themselves from germs. No, they washed to avoid allowing any ceremonial 

uncleanness from entering their bodies. The Law of Moses has no such command.  

E. But, hey, you never know! Maybe that dirt touched a dead body, or a 

leper, or whatever—better safe than sorry. 

F. And this practice was designed to honor God. 

G. Jesus, who surely did know about germs, omitted this entirely innocuous 

and even healthy practice—to make a point. 

H. Notice that the Pharisee had said nothing. He was just “surprised.” Maybe 

he just raised an eyebrow. But Jesus knew his heart and clearly wanted to make a point. 

It’s likely he refused the water just to do so— 

39 Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the 

outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and 

wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside 
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make the inside also? 41 But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and 

everything will be clean for you.  

I. Hmm. It’s just as wrong to be dirty on outside as on the inside. God made 

all the body. If you’re washing your hands, why not take a bath? Does this REALLY 

make sense? 

J. No, it was just a silly tradition. 

K. But  what’s wrong with that?  

L. First, it doesn’t serve the mission of God. It doesn’t HELP anyone. If you 

think that you honor God by ceremony and ritual, you’ve missed the point. Help the poor, 

and you’re doing mission. Wash your hands and you’ve just got clean hands. 

M. Give the cup of water to the thirsty, and you’ve honored God. Wash your 

hands and you’ve taken water from those who need it for no good reason. (Okay, it’s 

ironic exaggeration, but you see the point.) 

N. We want to substitute the easy for the hard, the useless ritual for the useful 

service, the token for the reality. 

O. Worshipping correctly doesn’t feed the poor or convert the lost. It honors 

God in a theoretical sense, but if we think right worship is a substitute for right service, 

we’ve not been reading our Gospels!  

P. God is just plain not about rituals and such. He’s about making a tangible, 

real difference in the lives of people. 

Q. The NIV italicizes “the dish” because the phrase is not the Greek but must 

be implied from the context. Some think it means “give what is inside of you, that is, 

from the heart” but that seems foreign to the context to me. The omitted noun most 

naturally refers back to the “dish” that’s under consideration. 

IX. Woes 

42 "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your 

mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and 

the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the 

former undone.  

A. “Woe” doesn’t mean “Woe to you” but more “Alas, it’s so sad.” Jesus is 

not so much condemning as bewailing. It hurts him that these people act as they do. 

B. The Law remained in effect, so tithing still mattered. But justice and love 

are far more important. 
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C. “Justice” is translated “judgment” in the KJV and some other translations. 

It is usually translated “judgment” in the NIV, but here means “right judgment,” as in 

Acts 8:33.  

D. “Justice” for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the alien is a major 

theme of the prophets. We could insert pages of verses. For those learned in the prophets, 

this had to be a particularly stinging rebuke. It would be like telling a member of the 

Churches of Christ that he cared nothing for God’s patterns. 

E. The natural reaction of the Pharisees would be to become defensive and 

refuse to accept the criticism. 

43 "Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important 

seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.  

F. Pride is the accusation. Placing value of social status, on being somebody, 

is wrong. 

44 "Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men 

walk over without knowing it."  

G. Graves were, of course, unclean. These men who tried to scrupulously 

keep clean are accused of being people who secretly spread their uncleanness to others, 

who are unaware of their adulteration. 

H. The words are ironic and surely were painful to hear. 

45 One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when 

you say these things, you insult us also." 

 46 Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because 

you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you 

yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.  

I. It’s bad enough that you make these interpretations that just add rules 

upon rules, but all you do to “help” is lay heavier and heavier burdens on the people. God 

loves the common man, and yet the scholars create a system of do’s and don’t’s that only 

an expert could recall and keep. This makes righteousness seem unattainable to ordinary 

people. 

J. The official interpretation of the Law, the Mishnah, said that it’s a greater 

sin to violate the Mishnah than the Law. The Law is itself unclear in places and so 

misunderstanding is understandable. The Mishnah makes it all clear, so there’s no 

excuse. 

K. It’s rather like, “I know the Bible isn’t clear, but our tracts are. As we’ve 

explained it so well in our tract racks, you have no excuse for violating God’s will!” 

Sound familiar? 
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47 "Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it 

was your forefathers who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve 

of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you build their 

tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, 'I will send them 

prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will 

persecute.' 50 Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the 

blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the 

world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was 

killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation 

will be held responsible for it all.  

L. Abel is the first martyr mentioned in the OT. In the Jewish order of the 

OT, Zechariah is the last. 

M. Ironically, Jesus says that building tombs for the prophets martyred 

centuries in the past is to dishonor the prophets—even to approve their murder! 

N. The LAST thing the prophets wanted money spent on was marble 

monuments to prophets. Read what they wrote and do what they said. Spend your money 

on helping people rather than building monuments to your religiosity!  

O. After all, the real motive for monuments is to show the people what YOU 

care about. The prophets are in heaven and need no further honor. You are trying to 

impress people by a false religiosity. 

P. Imagine building a monument to WWII heroes while refusing to defend 

your nation—that’s the image Jesus is painting. 

52 "Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away 

the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have 

hindered those who were entering."  

Q. You’ve made it HARDER for people to understand by sowing confusion. 

You have it BACKWARDS. 

R. Here’s a great quote from the experts in the law’s interpretations, dealing 

with the Sabbath:  A man may not carry a burden “in his right hand or in his left hand, in 

his bosom or on his shoulder.” But he may carry it — 

“on the back of his hand, or with his foot or with his mouth or with his 

elbow, or in his ear or in his hair or in his wallet carried opening 

downwards, or between his wallet and his shirt, or in the hem of his shirt, 

or in his shoe or in his sandal.” 

S. Similarly, knot tying was forbidden on the Sabbath as “work.” But a 

woman could tie the knots in her girdle (women needed to look good for synagogue!). If 

you needed a knotted cord to draw water from the well, you couldn’t use a rope, but you 

could use a girdle! 
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53 When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54 

waiting to catch him in something he might say. 

T. Jesus paid for these words with his life. The religious people, who thought 

they were serving God by their actions, were also powerful. And Jesus risked their ire to 

brand their religion false. 

U. Contrast the religion of the Pharisees and experts in the law to the religion 

taught in the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord’s Prayer, properly understood, is simple and 

accessible. It’s easily memorized. And it’s easily understood.  

V. Those who try to make it into a set of rules for how to pray entirely miss 

the point. The point is that you don’t need elaborate rules to find God. Just call on his 

name in faith. 


