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EPILOGUE 

WHAT IS TRUTH? 

This is hard stuff. It took me years to get comfortable enough with my thoughts 

on Galatians to share them. And I can’t tell you how many times I’ve rewritten the 

material on hermeneutics. How can the honest reader be certain that I’ve told the truth? 

I’ll suggest a few tests to apply, and maybe they’ll help. 

A. The “Know Thy Enemy” Test 

Does the author really understand the arguments of his opponents? Has he taken 

the trouble to read their works and even quote and cite them in footnotes? And does he 

stereotype and caricature his opponents or does he try to really understand them? 

I routinely read the writings of those who disagree with me. I look for works by 

the smartest, most articulate of my opponents. And I check them to see if I can answer all 

their arguments and whether my understanding more nearly fits the verses and words 

than do theirs. I’ve not had space to answer all the opposing arguments in this book. That 

would be an incredibly tedious exercise, and so I’ve just given a few examples of how I 

answer what other writers say. But believe me, I’ve done my homework, I can argue the 

other side as well as my adversaries, and I know why their positions are wrong.  

I hope the effort shows, and hope I’ve been honest in reporting my opponents’ 

views. Of course, there are virtually infinite variations in positions, and I can hardly 

report them all. And so, I tend to refer to those who are more extreme. Unfortunately, 

those at the extreme right increasingly speak for more of our number. 

B. The Crossword Puzzle Test. 

When you are trying to understand something complicated, it’s hard to hold it all 

in your head at once. The temptation is to focus on something simple that you really 

understand, something familiar, and ignore the rest. Thus, when we study presidential 

candidates, it’s next to impossible to know everything they stand for. And so we tend to 

pick based on political party, whether he seems like a regular guy, whether he seems to 

care, or even how he looks. It’s the way we are. However, it’s a pitiful way to pick a 

president. It’s an even worse way to interpret the Bible. 

I’ve said a lot, and some of it may be wrong. But don’t judge based on some bit of 

my text that you happen to feel strongly about. Rather, think of Biblical truth as like a 

crossword puzzle. There are a great many Bible questions that you might think of as 

blanks to complete in a puzzle. And just as is true in a crossword puzzle, the answer to 

one question affects your answer to several other questions. But once you get one 

question right, several other questions suddenly become much easier to answer. 

In many crossword puzzles, the key is to find one or two really long words. When 

you finally get one of these words that run the width of the puzzle, you sometimes realize 

that there’s a corner of the puzzle that you totally missed. You had a 6 by 6 grid 

completely filled out and you felt just brilliant for having it solved, only to learn that your 

new long word doesn’t match any of your earlier answers. You have to start the 6 by 6 
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grid all over. You’re simultaneously thrilled at finding the long word and angry at having 

to re-solve a part of the puzzle that you’d spent hours on. But the next time you try it, the 

6 by 6 grid is a lot easier than the first time, and you realize that you were really 

rationalizing some of your earlier answers. 

Just so, in a complex body of truth, some truths are more important—longer—

than others and affect just about all the other truths. God’s sovereignty, faith, hope, and 

love are “long” teachings. If you get them wrong, all the rest is rationalization. But if you 

get them right, the other blanks get much easier to fill in. It may take you a while to learn 

to rethink how you were approaching the clues, but soon enough your answers come as 

fast as you can write. 

I can only speak for myself. As I worked through the verses and prepared the 

materials for this book, I increasingly found that I understood more and more verses and 

had to explain away fewer and fewer verses. I could pick up a random New Testament 

passage and it would make sense without my having to pick up a commentary. In fact, 

each new passage glowed with new insights and enriched my prior understanding. The 

hardest part of writing this was deciding where to stop! 

But before I started, there were countless passages that I just couldn’t fit into my 

view of the Bible. I was constantly turning to commentaries, not to understand verses, but 

to have them rationalized away. And I couldn’t remember the rationalizations any longer 

than I held the commentary.  

Those old passages that I had tried to explain away are now some of my favorites. 

Verses that were utter nonsense at the beginning are now portals into the mind of Christ. 

And now I read the Bible because of the utter joy it gives me—not out of duty or 

discipline.  

And so, here’s a test: do my teachings help answer lots of questions? Do they 

explain verses rather than explaining them away? Do I honestly confront what the verses 

say or do I assume to be true what I only wish to be true? Does it all fit together as a 

consistent whole? And, again, do these teachings bring you closer to the mind of Christ? 

You shouldn’t much care if I’ve been true to our Restoration heritage (I have been 

to most of it but not all of it), whether preacher so-and-so agrees, or whether someone has 

called such things “liberal” or “heresy.” The only thing that matters is, first, whether the 

teachings match the great themes of the Bible, and second, whether they match the 

particular chapters and verses. And maybe there are some passages that don’t seem to 

match up to you, but the real test is whether my explanation matches the themes and 

verses better than my opponents’.  

After all, those who disagree must withstand the very same scrutiny that I do. No 

one is to be presumed true. The Scriptures say to test the spirits (1 John 4:1-2), and I urge 

that you do just that. Test me. Test those who disagree. And use the same standard each 

time. 

Now, I know I’ve not answered all the questions. Occasionally I refer you to 

another book to help fill in some blanks. But then, I don’t claim to have all the answers.  
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C. Ockham’s Razor 

How do we choose between competing theories when we are trying to explain an 

observation? Which one is better?  

Our choices of scientific theories are often guided by “Ockham’s 
razor”, or the doctrine of simplicity. This principle is named after 
William of Ockham who said in the 14th century “It is vain to do 
with more what can be done with fewer,” which we take to mean: 
“Why assume that things are complex if a simple theory can 
explain all of the observations?” We scientists are guided by a 
deeply held conviction that there exist very simple laws, which we 
can discover, governing the behavior of much of the universe. 
Things are simple, we feel, if only we can look at them in the right 
way. 

—David Harry Grinspoon.
68

  

Nature has a simplicity and therefore a great beauty. 

—Richard Feynman.
69

 

It is more important to have beauty in one’s equations than to 
have them fit experiment … . It seems that if one is working from 
the point of view of getting beauty in one’s equations, and if one 
has really a sound insight, one is on a sure line of progress. 

—Paul Dirac.
70

 

The beauty in the laws of physics is the fantastic simplicity that 
they have … . What is the ultimate mathematical machinery 
behind it? That’s surely the most beautiful of all. 

—J. A. Wheeler.
71

 

In our search for ultimate truth, we have to spend just a little time looking at the 

rest of God’s self-revelation. God reveals his nature not only in Scripture but also in the 

Creation. And the more we learn about Creation, the more we see something of the 

essential nature of God. 

(Job 12:7-9) “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the 
birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it 
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will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all 
these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this?”  

(Rom. 1:18-20) The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about 
God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse. 

I could quote many other verses all to the effect that God reveals his nature 

through his Creation. Now, as we believe that God created the universe from nothing, and 

created all of it, and didn’t just influence its creation, then the more fundamental our 

understanding of nature, the closer we get to the heart of God himself. 

Thus, it is hardly surprising that mathematicians, physicists, astronomers, and 

cosmologists find themselves in awe of the beauty, elegance, and simplicity of the laws 

that undergird all of nature. And this is so much true that some of the most successful 

scientists in history, from Newton, to Einstein, to Hawkings, actually consider beauty, 

elegance, and simplicity to be hallmarks of ultimate truth—even more important than 

experimental evidence! Indeed, more than one atheistic scientist has been persuaded that 

a personal intelligence must be behind the universe because of the beauty and subtlety of 

it all.
72

  

So what does this have to do with Biblical truth? Everything. You see, we learn 

from nature that nothing is “just because.” Rather, as Isaac Newton first observed, planets 

don’t revolve around the sun “just because,” but due to a remarkably elegant set of simple 

laws of motion and gravity. And with this observation began all of science. Science was 

invented by the rejection of the “just because” idea and the acceptance that there must be 

simple, beautiful answers beneath what we see. 

And if this is the nature of God in his creation, then it is also his nature when he 

reveals himself to accomplish our salvation. We don’t assemble on Sundays “just 

because”—we assemble to encourage one another to maintain our commitment to the 

Lordship of Jesus, because it’s hard to live as spiritual people in a carnal world. We meet 

to be reminded of the gospel, because the gospel tells us how to live, how to relate to one 

another, how to view ourselves and the world. We meet because we love each other and 

want to be with each other. 

We teach the lost about Jesus because hell is real and our hearts ache for the 

countless lost souls of this world. If we were never commanded to teach the world about 

Jesus, we’d do it anyway, because we know what would happen to the lost if we didn’t 

and we can’t help but be people of compassion. 

                                                 

72
 For example, Paul Davies, The Mind of God (New York: Touchstone, 1992). This is a marvelous 

book of great depth and insight but not for the mathematically faint of heart.  
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Our treatment of women is driven by respect for the very image of God impressed 

on all of us, by the gifts given to each of us by Spirit, and the acceptance of women 

through the gospel on the very same terms as men. 

Try as we might, it’s just not complicated. There are just a few simple precepts 

that drive everything, and when we view them with spiritual eyes, we see incredible 

beauty, elegance, and simplicity. The hard part—the complicated part—is ridding 

ourselves of our earthly preconceptions that it’s about guilt, law, and our own 

accomplishment. It’s hard to drive out arrogance. It’s hard to accept a gift when we want 

to earn our salvation. It’s hard to accept our utter unworthiness. It’s hard not to feel 

superior to our fellowman. It’s great fun to feel superior. But it’s complete joy to feel 

accepted as we really are, not as we pretend to be. 

Am I writing the truth? How can we tell when the Bible seems so complicated? 

Ask this: does my teaching derive from a simple, elegant, beautiful core set of elemental 

truths from which all else derives? Or is it a long list of arbitrary “just because” rules? 

God is not a trickster, burying secretly coded laws and rules in his Scriptures so 

that he can trap the unwary. Rather, God speaks plainly to those with spiritual minds. To 

make it all abundantly clear, he gave us Jesus, who embodied all the truths of 

Christianity. Faith, hope, and love. Father, Son, and Spirit. The church. Baptism. The 

Lord’s Supper. Male and female. Simple, elegant, beautiful. 

D. Foremost and Hardest Test.  

The Gospel of John speaks much about truth and in a way that is very significant 

for this study. Indeed, truth forms an oft-overlooked theme of the book. Take these 

verses, for example— 

(John 3:5) Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.” 

(John 4:23-24) “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they 
are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

(John 6:47) “I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting 
life.” 

(John 8:32) “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 

(John 14:6) Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

(John 16:13) “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” 

(John 18:37-38) “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus 
answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this 
reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
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“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the 
Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

If this were a red-letter Bible, nearly every word would be in red. In Jesus’ 

vocabulary, “truth” is that he is the Son of God, that he is the only path to salvation, and 

that knowing this truth will set you free. Truth is not just anything that is logically true—

it is the truth about Jesus and how salvation comes through him. Truth is the gospel. 

Have I written the truth? Not just logical truth, but real, supernatural, God-given 

truth? Does what I write derive from Jesus and his nature? Is it about faith in the Truth 

Giver? Is it testimony about Jesus? Is it from God? 

So far as I’m concerned, this is the only test of Biblical truth that matters. 

Theologies that rely on faith in doctrine rather than faith in the person Jesus are 

error. Theologies that rely on knowledge of propositions rather than knowledge of God 

are error. Doctrines and knowledge matter, but only to the extent they point to God and 

Jesus, and they are error if they stand between us and God. 

 

I hope you’ve been benefited by this. I especially hope that I’ve helped you share 

in the joy that only God gives. 
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