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CHAPTER 6  
FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE 

We recently received a disturbing email. Our town has a struggling black 

congregation with a talented young preacher. This summer, he spoke for our 

congregation a couple of times and was very well received. This is so even though he is 

theologically to our right—but he’s open minded and inquisitive, and we accepted one 

another gladly despite not seeing eye to eye on every nuance of doctrine. 

The email explained that one of our city’s more right-wing congregations had 

“disfellowshipped” him because he had spoken in our pulpit! Now besides the fact that 

they have no business seeking to discipline a member of another congregation, the sheer 

unfairness of it all really hit home with me. I mean, we gladly heard a preacher who is 

more rightwing than we are, and he gets disfellowshipped for his trouble. If they really 

think we are too leftward in our thinking, then shouldn’t they be thrilled that we were 

willing to hear from someone to our right? 

And what would be the point in hurting the feelings of an idealistic young 

preacher for teaching a lesson than no one in town would disagree with? 

I thought about this quite a long time. I’m still trying to understand. How can love 

for God be transformed into hatred? And “hatred” is the right word, as there was no 

effort to correct or restore this preacher. Just a letter letting him know that they 

considered him lost and outside their fellowship. 

But this is the price of legalism. When we seek salvation based on our own merits, 

we must at some point persuade ourselves that we actually merit salvation! And this leads 

inevitably to arrogance, and arrogance to hatred. 

Now the remarkable thing is that the leaders of this rightward congregation 

surely think that they were acting in love—but what a strange love it is. A love without 

mercy. 

(Matt. 23:23a) “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spice—mint, dill and 
cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of 
the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness.” 

As I mentioned at the beginning, my study of Galatians leads me to conclusions 

that I truly hope are wrong. But avoiding the problem is not the solution. We have to 

trudge on into some very challenging teachings.  

Early in the first chapter of Galatians (vv. 6-9), Paul begins with a remarkable 

series of declarations. 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who 
called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people 
are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be 
eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say 
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again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 
accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

Whatever was being taught in Galatia was not just any error. It was so bad that 

Paul said it was “a different gospel,” indeed “no gospel at all.” It was a perversity. Those 

who so taught deserved damnation! What on earth could be such a wicked teaching? 

Somewhat surprisingly, the answer doesn’t even show up until chapter 5, where 

Paul finally reveals the issue: circumcision. Circumcision! What’s so wrong with that? I 

mean, most American males are circumcised. Surely, they aren’t lost for that!  

In fact, Paul eventually says that neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters 

(5:6). Well, if it doesn’t matter whether I’m circumcised, what causes teaching 

circumcision to destroy the gospel, so much so that the teachers deserve damnation? How 

can a morally neutral teaching be damnable?  

Many have taught that the problem was teaching the Law of Moses after it had 

been nailed to the cross. But if this is so, then it’s damnable to teach any part of the Law 

of Moses that has now been repealed. We need to be really careful here. For example, 

many of our members teach that Sunday, as the Lord’s Day, is the Christian Sabbath, and 

so ought to be a day of rest. But, of course, the New Testament nowhere teaches that. 

Does that mean that those who insist on what is essentially a part of the Law of Moses are 

damned for trying to honor God by dedicating Sundays to him? Seems rather harsh, 

doesn’t it?
23

 

Many of our members teach that we should wear suits to church because we’re to 

give our “best” to God. That teaching is clearly taken from the Law of Moses, where God 

insists that sacrifices come from the best of the flock (Lev. 22:21, for example). Of 

course, we don’t really do that. I mean, for my suit to be a sacrifice, I’d have to leave it at 

church, maybe giving it to the poor. If I take it home with me after church, I’ve not 

sacrificed it, now have I? And besides, if I owned a tuxedo, no one would insist that I 

wear it to church, even if it were my best! Anyway, while I disagree with this teaching, I 

can hardly see that those who teach this part of the Law of Moses should be damned for 

their mistake. 

We’ve often taught the ceremonial-part-of-the-Law-of-Moses explanation of 

Galatians, but we’ve never applied the principle beyond circumcision. And amazingly 

enough, many of our forefathers taught that circumcision is required, completely ignoring 

Galatians! After all, why else has it become standard American practice to circumcise our 

infants? 

We need to read Paul’s words very carefully and let Paul explain his own 

reasoning. If we can’t find the answer in Paul’s own words in Galatians, then we must be 

                                                 

23
 Of course, Rom. 14, which we just studied, teaches that those who insist on treating certain days as 

holy are saved despite binding what was surely an effort to preserve an element of the Law of Moses. Just 

so, the teaching in Rom. 14 against eating meat was likely an effort to preserve the commands in the Law 

of Moses against eating “unclean” food. Many Jews find it impossible to eat meat in a Gentile community 

because the strictness of the “kosher” food requirements for the preparation of meat. Nonetheless, Paul did 

not condemn these teachings if the teachers did not condemn those who disagree. 
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approaching Galatians with some very wrong preconceptions. Surely Paul very explicitly 

tells us why teaching circumcision makes the gospel “another gospel” and damnable. 

Let’s go back to chapter 1. After Paul makes his remarkably strong statements 

about the yet-undescribed false teaching, Paul seems to change the subject. He begins a 

lengthy exposition of his personal history as an apostle, culminating in the story of his 

confrontation with Peter, at the end of chapter 2. 

(12-16) Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with 
the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and 
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 
who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined 
him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was 
led astray.  

When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you 
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force 
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? “We who are Jews by birth 
and not ‘Gentile sinners’ know that a man is not justified by [works 
of] the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our 
faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by [works of] the law, because by [works of] the law no one will 
be justified. 

The first paragraph describes Judaizing teachers who taught, among other things, 

that circumcision was necessary for salvation. Paul hasn’t said so yet, but he’ll later let on 

that this is the very reason for writing the letter. 

In the next paragraph, Paul explains to Peter that it’s wrong to “force Gentiles to 

follow Jewish customs.” And then he says why: “a man is not justified by observing the 

law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Paul’s contrast is not between the moral law and the ceremonial Law of Moses, or 

between correct law and false law. Rather, Paul contrasts salvation by faith with salvation 

by obedience to law. We have to figure that Paul condemns salvation by obedience to law 

because it contradicts salvation by faith. 

But if obedience to law doesn’t matter, then why should Christians even bother to 

do right? Paul answers this question more thoroughly in chapter 5, but he gives a 

preliminary answer here in chapter 2:17-21— 

“If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that 
we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes 
sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am 
a lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I might 
live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not 
set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained 
through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

Paul begins by pointing out that even though Jesus has saved us, we all continue 

to sin. Does that mean that Jesus promotes sin? No, because Christians have to die to sin 
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(repent) to become Christians and have to remain true to that commitment. In fact, the 

commitment is so significant that we can truly say that Christ lives in us. 

But, Paul reiterates, as important as it is for Christians to live true to their 

commitment, this cannot set aside grace. We’ll never earn salvation through obedience to 

law. If we could, Christ had no need to die and there would be no need for the gospel, 

faith, and all. 

Now the tendency among many Christians is to blend law and faith, and say we 

are saved by obedience and by faith, but faith is not enough by itself. That is, we say we 

have to have a certain level of obedience before grace is sufficient to make up the 

difference. But Paul doesn’t leave room for faith plus obedience. He makes it an either-or 

proposition. After all, Paul says that insisting on any obedience at all as a condition to 

salvation voids grace. And circumcision was not the only issue in Paul’s conversation 

with Peter: Paul condemns any reliance on works to be saved. 

Next is chapter 3:1-5— 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very 
eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like 
to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by 
[works of] the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so 
foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to 
attain your goal by human effort? Have you suffered so much for 
nothing—if it really was for nothing? Does God give you his Spirit 
and work miracles among you because you [do works of] the 
law, or because you believe what you heard? 

In a pointed series of rhetorical questions, Paul severely challenges the false 

teaching in Galatia. Notice the contrasts Paul makes: 

Good Foolish / bewitched 

Spirit received by believing what you 

heard (that Jesus was crucified) 

Believing Spirit received by works of 

the law 

Beginning with the Spirit Trying to attain heaven by human 

effort
24

  

God’s power shown because you 

believe 

Believing God’s power shown because 

you do works of the law 

Paul is plainly contrasting “human effort” with faith. He seems to be using 

“human effort” as a virtual synonym for “observing the law.” And human effort is much 

broader than animal sacrifice and such. 

                                                 

24
 Literally, “flesh.” But the NIV is a sound translation, as Paul is contrasting what God does through 

the Spirit to what we do in the flesh. 



Do We Preach “Another Gospel”? 47 

 
47 

Paul next takes his readers back to the Genesis account of Abraham, the father of 

all Jews—and the spiritual father of all Christians. He reminds us that long before 

Abraham was circumcised, he was saved by his faith. 

(Gal. 3:6-12, 14) Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, then, that those 
who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 
through you.” So those who have faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.  

All who rely on [works of] the law are under a curse, for it is 
written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one is 
justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live 
by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man 
who does these things will live by them.” … 

He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by 
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

Let’s continue building our chart— 

Good Foolish / bewitched / cursed 

Spirit received by believing what you 

heard (that Jesus was crucified) 

Believing Spirit received by works of 

the law 

Beginning with the Spirit Trying to attain heaven by human 

effort  

God’s power shown because you 

believe 

Believing God’s power shown 

because you do works of the law 

Belief credited as righteousness Rely on [works of] the law 

Gentiles justified [saved]by faith; 

those with faith blessed 

Under a curse 

Gentiles receive the blessing given to 

Abraham (faith credited as 

righteousness); Receive the Spirit by 

faith 

Must do everything written in the 

Book of the Law (the Law of Moses) 

 

Honestly read, Paul’s distinction is not between old law versus a new and 

improved Christian law; it’s between— 

observing law and trying to attain grace and the Spirit received by 
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heaven through human effort faith in the gospel 

Paul doesn’t condemn law keeping or human effort. He condemns trying to get to 

heaven by law keeping or human effort. He points out that the blessings the Galatians had 

received—salvation and the Holy Spirit—were received by faith when they were saved. 

Implicitly, Paul argues that the system that got them saved is the same system that will 

keep them saved. The gospel is entirely sufficient to save not only the lost but also the 

saved.
25

 After all, Paul is writing to people who’ve been saved!  

On the other hand, faith, as Paul declared in chapter 2, does not condone sin: “For 

through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God.” Paul doesn’t yet fully 

reconcile the issue of living for God as a Christian while being saved by faith and not by 

works until late in chapter 5. We’ll get there. 

Now for chapter 5:1-3. This is the crux of the matter. 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I 
declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is 
obligated to obey the whole law.  

Paul begins in the severest of tones. Those who let themselves be circumcised are 

without Christ. This surely means that they’ll lose their souls. Yet circumcision is not 

immoral. In fact, it was commanded by God from the time of Abraham until Christ. How 

bad could it be? 

Paul then explains why circumcision causes one to lose his soul. It’s because if 

you allow yourself to be circumcised to be saved, you are obligated to obey the whole 

law to be saved. No one can obey the whole law, and so anyone who takes on such an 

obligation has effectively damned himself. 

Now notice that the language repeats the thoughts of Paul when he rebuked Peter 

as described at the end of chapter 2 (vv. 15-16)— 

“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ know that a 
man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, 
because by observing the law no one will be justified.” 

As in chapter 5, Paul’s point in his conversation with Peter is that no one can be 

justified (saved) by law keeping. Why? Because no one is capable of keeping the entire 

                                                 

25
 Baptism is not under discussion when one refers to “faith only,” of course. The Scriptures never 

treat baptism as a “work” or as having any intrinsic merit. In fact, baptism is something done by others to 

you, not by you. There are those who use “faith only” to argue against the necessity of baptism, but they 

argue in error as the Scriptures never place baptism and faith in opposition. Baptism is a gift that is 

received; it is not a work. Notice that baptism is always spoken of in the passive voice. The lost don’t do 

baptism—they are baptized. 
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law. The problem thus is that we must make a choice. Either seek salvation through law 

keeping or by faith. There is no middle ground. There is no mixing of the two. 

Paul continues in verse 5:4, 

You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated 
from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.  

Now this may be the most frightening verse in the Bible for a member of the 

Churches of Christ. If we choose foolishly and elect salvation by law (or faith plus works, 

which is the same thing) rather than faith, we will be alienated from Christ and we’ll fall 

away from grace. Notice that the Galatians did not reject faith or grace, at least not as we 

tend to think. They certainly still believed in Jesus and still looked to Jesus for grace. But 

they added a command to the gospel that wasn’t a part of the gospel. They taught: hear, 

believe, repent, confess, be baptized, and get circumcised. So it appears that adding a 

command, even a morally neutral command, to the gospel destroys the power of the 

gospel. It’s faith or it’s law. It can’t be some of both. 

Paul declares the true gospel in contrast to the Galatians’ false gospel in verses 5 

and 6— 

But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness 
for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is 

faith expressing itself through love.
26

 

We expect to be saved (hope) because of our faith, which has allowed us to 

receive the Holy Spirit. Circumcision just doesn’t matter. The reason it doesn’t matter is 

that it’s not part of the gospel. Paul declares the gospel to be simply “faith expressing 

itself through love.” This is just another way of saying “faith plus repentance,” because 

the love of which Paul speaks is an active love that causes us to serve one another. Or 

maybe it’s better put by saying that repenting means committing to live a life of Christian 

love. 

We skip to verses 13-15— 

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in 
love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you keep on biting and 
devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 
other. 

                                                 

26
 In the Greek, “counts” (ischuo) is implied from the preceding sentence. It is thus the same verb 

translated in the NIV as “has any value,” or “availeth” in the KJV. Zodhiates defines ischuo as “to have 

strength, ability, power, both physical and moral.” As to Gal. 5:6, he translates “to have efficacy, to avail, 

have force and value.” The Complete New Testament Word Study Dictionary (Iowa Falls: World Bible 

Publishers, Inc., 1992). Thus, Paul says only faith working through love can accomplish anything, and the 

“anything” he has in mind is plainly salvation. 
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Paul reiterates his previous point. Not only is love “the only thing that counts,” 

but love sums up the entire law. But love is not just how we feel or what we believe. It’s 

also what we do. To honor this teaching, we must “serve one another in love.” Notice that 

it’s not enough to serve one another because we are commanded to do so. Our service 

must be motivated by love for one another. 

So Paul draws a clear contrast. We can either seek salvation through Christ, 

meaning the gospel, faith, and repentance (which encompasses love); or else we can seek 

salvation through law keeping. And the great danger is that if we add even one 

commandment to the gospel as a condition to being or staying saved—we’ve voided the 

gospel. The gospel will not withstand any mixing with law or works. Of course, works do 

come into the picture. But only as a consequence of being saved, not as necessary to 

being or staying saved. 

Paul next turns his attention to explaining how our salvation can be based on faith 

and not works and yet Christians be expected to live righteous lives. Consider verses 

5:15-18— 

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you 
want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  

Paul has mentioned the Spirit several times before, but now he begins to explain 

just how the Spirit fits into the gospel equation. A Christian has two natures, a sinful 

nature that he wishes to put to death, having repented, and a Spirit-ual nature. Now Paul 

has already reminded us that we received the Spirit when we first believed. Receipt of the 

Holy Spirit is part of the saving event (Acts 2:38, for example). The Spirit works in our 

hearts to desire what Jesus wants us to desire—to make our repentance fully realized. But 

we never fully put our sinful nature to death. And so although we want to be true to our 

repentance, we still sometimes slip and do what our sinful nature desires. 

Paul then declares that if we “are led by the Spirit” we are not “under law.” Now 

this is indeed a remarkable thing. To the extent the Spirit has effectively changed my 

heart and defeated my sinful side, law is no longer needed—I don’t need rules when I 

already want to do the right thing. God changes my heart, through the Spirit, so that I 

want to do what’s right. I become a loving person. And so, there is no longer a need to be 

commanded to love. I love because it is my nature to love. I enjoy being a Christian and 

living the Christian life. I find joy in serving my fellow man.  

Let’s go to Galatians 5:19-21— 

The [works] of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.  
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Paul’s next point is that it should be obvious what sin is. It’s any action that 

contradicts the command to love one another. It’s basic immorality. And it’s anything 

that contradicts the unity of Christians: selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy. 

Notice that Paul does not include “false doctrine” in his list. He’s not worried 

about such matters. Rather, these are the kinds of behavior that indicate an unrepentant 

heart, a heart not motivated by love for one’s fellowman. It’s not honest mistakes about 

how to worship or who can be an elder. It’s being hurtful to others.  

This is all the more remarkable given that Galatians is written to contradict a false 

doctrine—the alleged necessity of circumcision as a condition to salvation. But Paul is 

saying, look, can’t you see that circumcision doesn’t matter—because it has nothing to do 

with loving or not loving? I’m no better or worse of a servant if I’m circumcised, and so 

circumcision can’t possibly matter. 

Paul next describes what the Spirit does for a Christian (vv. 22-25)— 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

Again, we’re surprised: “sound doctrine” doesn’t make the list. The fruit of the 

Spirit doesn’t address the name of the church, the form of organization, the pattern of 

worship, or any of the things that we’ve often considered as defining who is saved or lost. 

Rather, Paul says that the “mark” of the saved will be their loving attitudes—the nature of 

their hearts.  

God says, “I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts” (Heb. 

8:10), and the laws he writes are “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,” not a list of do’s and don’ts that remind of us of 

the Law of Moses. 

What does Paul mean by “Against such things there is no law”? Surely, his 

thought is that if we “keep in step with the Spirit” by being the kind of persons that the 

Spirit leads us to be, we will be in compliance with God’s law, at least, the law that 

counts. And, of course, if we take Paul at his word, then loving our neighbor, through 

acts of service, fulfills the law. 

Let’s look ahead to chapter 6:1-10— 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 
should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be 
tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his own 
actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing 
himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his own load. 
Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good 
things with his instructor.  
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Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what 
he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, 
from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers. 

This is the conclusion of the book. After we wrestle with all the history and 

theology, after we put distracting disputes behind us, what Paul tells us to do is love each 

other, and he gives us numerous examples of how to apply that command in practice. 

Some have taken the phrase “the law of Christ” to somehow contradict all that has 

gone before and turn Christianity into an exercise in law-keeping. Of course, the “law” 

that Paul refers to is the command to love our neighbor and thus fulfill the law (Gal. 5:14 

KJV). And, of course, Paul uses “law” ironically. He doesn’t mean that we can pick any 

Biblical inferences that are fashionable to argue over and declare as damned all who 

disobey them. 

Thus, we have the third kind of acceptance that defines the gospel – we must 

accept Jesus as Son of God (faith), as Lord (repentance and love), and as Savior (hope). 

Hope? Yes, the New Testament use of “hope” is confidence that Jesus will keep his 

promises and save us in the end—and that we don’t have to rely on our own feeble works 

to get there.
27

 

Perhaps a chart would help: 

                                                 

27
 Rom. 5:1-2; 2 Cor. 3:11-12; Gal. 5:5; Eph. 1:13-21; Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:3-6,23,27; 1 Thes. 5:8-9; Tit. 

3:4-7; 1 Pet. 1:13. 
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Requirements 

to be saved  

(on the 

occasion of 

baptism) and 

to stay saved 

In other 

words 

Accept 

Jesus 

as— 

In other 

words 

How one 

can fall 

away?  

— 

reject 

Jesus 

as— 

In other 

words 

In other 

words 

Hear, believe, 

and confess 

the gospel 

Faith  
the Son 

of God 

the Christ or 

Messiah 

the Son 

of God 

reject the 

faith 

deny the 

gospel facts 

 

Hope  Savior 
his works, 

not ours 
Savior 

attempt to 

be saved by 

one’s own 

works 

add 

requirements 

to the gospel 

for one to be 

saved 

Repent Love Lord 

put to death 

the 

misdeeds of 

the body;  

live a life of 

loving 

service 

Lord 

deliberately 

continue to 

sin 

rely on grace  

to excuse sin 

 

The chart makes several things clear. First, we’ve been deficient in our teaching 

of the principles of Galatians. Although our traditional formulation of the plan of 

salvation is essentially correct, we never explicitly say that we are looking to Jesus for a 

free gift of salvation rather than embarking on an effort to earn some or all of it. We 

never explicitly commit to the Lordship of Jesus or to a life of love. Rather, all too often, 

we are selling our converts an insurance policy against hell rather than a new life of love, 

joy, and righteousness. 

We now see one reason that Paul says love is the greatest among faith, hope, and 

love (1 Cor. 13). Love is the consequence of faith and hope, properly understood. It’s the 

greatest gift of all because it’s the gift that Jesus died to give. Love fulfills not only the 

law, as the Bible so frequently says—it fulfills the purpose for which we were saved 

(Eph. 2:8-10). 

Now, a simpler version of the chart: 
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To be saved That is To fall away  That is 

Accept Jesus  

as— 

Have all of— Reject Jesus 

as— 

Lose any of— 

Son of God Faith Son of God Faith 

Savior Hope Savior Hope 

Lord Love 

B
a

p
ti

s
m

 

Lord Love 

Discussion questions— 

1. Is it fair for the author to refer to the local congregation’s disfellowshipping of 

the preacher as “hatred”? Why or why not? 

2. Why did Paul write Galatians? What was he trying to accomplish? What was 

going on in Galatia that concerned him? How concerned was he? Why? 

3. What teachings are like circumcision? Is there something especially evil about 

the practice of circumcision? If not, what is it about circumcision that so concerned Paul? 

4. What penalty did those teaching circumcision risk? Why? 

5. What penalty did those believing the teachers of circumcision risk? Why? 

6. How does being circumcised contradict being free in Christ? How does it 

contradict salvation by faith? How does it contradict the work of the Spirit? 

7. Paul says that “the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 

love.” As to those who have already been saved, is Paul speaking the literal truth or is he 

exaggerating? 

8. When Paul warns his readers that if they keep on biting and devouring one 

another they will be destroyed by each other, what does he mean by “biting and 

devouring”? What does he mean by “destroyed”? Are we ever guilty of biting and 

devouring our brothers and sisters in Christ? How? Have you seen any destruction 

following biting and devouring? 

9. How should we “serve one another in love”? 

10. When Paul tells the Galatians how to live, why doesn’t he address the five 

acts of worship, the form of church organization, or the name of the church? Why speak 

only of the things he discusses in chapter 6? What do those things have in common?  


