
 

Galatians 3:28— 

There is Neither Male nor Female. 

       

 

 125 

CHAPTER XIV  
GALATIANS 3:28— 

THERE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. 

A. The big picture.  

The New Testament’s most explicit statement of the new relationship of men and 

women is found in Galatians 3:28:  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

Not surprisingly, there are widely varying views on how to interpret this passage. 

Paternalists and hierarchalists typically limit this truth to the requirements for being 

saved—men and women have the same right to salvation. Egalitarians, however, see this 

truth as applying more generally—it applies after men and women are saved as well as 

when they are saved. 

The truth of the matter is best determined by understanding the lessons of 

Galatians gleaned from the entire book. Indeed, this verse shows up well into Paul’s 

argument and must flow logically within Paul’s overall lesson. 

(Gal. 1:6-9) I am astonished that you are so quickly 
deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. 
Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are 
trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have 
already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally 
condemned!  

Paul begins Galatians with a rare condemnation. Here Paul, the apostle of grace, 

pronounces condemnation on all who preach a different gospel. 

(Gal. 2:1-6) Fourteen years later I went up again to 
Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. I went 
in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I 
preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who 
seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my 
race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled 
to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This matter 
arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy 
on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. 
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We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the 
gospel might remain with you. As for those who seemed to be 
important—whatever they were makes no difference to me; God 
does not judge by external appearance—those men added 
nothing to my message. 

We now learn that the false gospel—which is no gospel at all—is the addition of 

the command to be circumcised. The false teachers did not deny the basics of the gospel 

plan of salvation—but they concluded that it wasn’t enough. Following the practice that 

God had established with Abraham, Jews within the early church were requiring Gentile 

converts to be circumcised as an additional step. Paul declares that adding to the plan of 

salvation nullifies it! Indeed, adding a single step to plan of salvation turns the freedom of 

Christianity into slavery. 

Intriguingly, Paul further declares the familiar truth: “God does not judge by 

external appearance,” but Paul says so with respect to the apostles themselves! Paul’s 

point is that God’s truth is far greater than the strengths or weaknesses of any 

individuals—even apostles. Of course, he is also implying that if God does not judge by 

appearances with respect to the leadership of the apostles, then He surely doesn’t judge by 

appearances when it comes to something like circumcision. 

Next Paul recounts how Peter was found to be discriminating against Gentile 

converts, by not eating with them, for fear of criticism from those Jewish converts who 

insisted on circumcision: 

(Gal. 2:11-13) When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. Before 
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. 
But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who 
belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in 
his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray.  

Paul then undertook to rebuke Peter publicly for his discrimination: 

(Gal. 2:14) When I saw that they were not acting in line 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, 
“You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How 
is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”  

Paul ironically points out Peter’s inconsistency in condoning insistence on some 

of the Law of Moses while not insisting on it all! Paul then explains how Peter’s behavior 

contradicts the gospel itself: 

(Gal. 2:15-16) “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile 
sinners’ know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ 
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
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observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be 
justified.” 

 Now here is one of the key passages in the book. Paul points out to Peter that 

Christians are saved by faith in Jesus, not by observing the law. And this means that we 

must judge one another based on faith, not on the observance of law. Thus, Paul declares 

that the basis on which we are first saved is the basis on which we are to be judged 

thereafter. The fact that the Gentiles were saved without regard to circumcision means 

that we must accept them as in full fellowship without regard to circumcision. We may 

impose no higher doctrinal standard on the saved than we impose on converts!
139

 

Paul then responds to the concern that this argument might suggest that converts, 

who were sinners when converted, may remain sinners: 

(Gal. 2:17-21) “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it 
becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean 
that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I 
destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. For through the law I 
died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for 
nothing!” 

Paul argues that a convert cannot remain a sinner, because “I no longer live, but 

Christ lives in me.” There are a couple of valid ways of looking at this. First, as stated in 

Acts 2:38, converts are to repent—turn away from their former lives of sin. Second, as 

also stated in Acts 2:38, converts receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. How does Christ live 

in me? Through His Holy Spirit. What impact does this have? Paul answers the question 

in Galatians 5: it bears fruit—the Holy Spirit helps my repentance by changing me to a 

person “led” by the Spirit, a person who bears fruits “against which there is no law.” 

Paul next makes his point regarding the Spirit explicit. 

(Gal. 3:1-5) You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as 
crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you 
heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you 

                                                 

139
  Obviously, the scriptures fully expect new converts to mature and grow in their faith over time. But 

it is not our place to judge a fellow Christian as lost for failing to mature at the pace we’d like. See Rom. 

15:7. 
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now trying to attain your goal by human effort? Have you suffered 
so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? Does God give 
you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe 
the law, or because you believe what you heard?  

Paul says that, because we received the Spirit (at baptism) (Acts 2:38) by faith, we 

must seek to attain our goal (heaven) by faith—not human effort. In other words, we 

began with faith in the gospel—the story of the cross—and we will finish, if at all, the 

same way. 

(Gal. 3:6-9) Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, then, that 
those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 
through you.” So those who have faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 

This is another key passage. Paul defines the “gospel” as faith being credited as 

righteousness. Paul then begins referring to salvation by faith as the “promise” (v. 17). 

Paul argues that the promise preceded the Law of Moses by hundreds of years. Thus, 

salvation could not hinge on obedience to the Law of Moses. The Law wasn’t even 

around when the promise was made! Moreover, promises don’t hinge on laws (vv. 15-

18). Paul further describes the promise as an “inheritance” (v. 18).  

Paul then explains the role of law: 

(Gal. 3:23-25) Before this faith came, we were held 
prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So 
the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be 
justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under 
the supervision of the law.  

At this point, we need to pause for a moment to dispel some possible 

misunderstandings. What does Paul mean by “law”? Some contend that this refers to the 

ceremonial part of the Law of Moses, that is, the sacrifices, the priests, circumcision, the 

Sabbath, and such, but does not refer to the moral elements of the Law of Moses, such as, 

“Thou shalt not kill.” And certainly we have to agree that Christians aren’t supposed to be 

murderers. 

However, we have to let Paul speak for himself on this one. Follow the flow of his 

logic carefully. First, Paul sees the gospel as beginning with Abraham—“He believed 

God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Thus, faith provides deemed 

righteousness. That is, under the gospel, God treats the faithful unrighteous as though 

they were righteous. This has nothing to do with ceremonies and ritual not invented for 

another 400 years—it’s all about righteous living and the fact the none of can live a life 

sufficiently righteous to merit salvation.  
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And why is it that Paul says that we were held prisoners by the law? Clearly, 

because we couldn’t meet it requirements! The requirements we can’t meet are the 

requirements for righteous living—don’t lie, don’t envy, don’t commit adultery (even in 

our hearts!) Jesus came to rescue us from sin—not from the Sabbath. And the “law” that 

Paul has in mind is the will of God for how we should live—the requirements of 

righteous and holy living. 

This is precisely why Paul felt compelled at the end of chapter 2 to explain why 

the gospel does not “promote sin.” It was because, properly understood, the gospel frees 

us from “supervision of the law,” including its moral precepts. If the gospel frees us from 

ceremonies and not the moral code, then why would Paul need to defend himself from the 

charge that the gospel promotes sin? Now this is a hard teaching that Paul will deal with 

in more detail later—so stick with me.  

(Gal. 3:26-28) You are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 

Now recall that circumcision is no abstraction. It’s a painful surgical procedure 

performed on males—during an age that had no anesthesia or antibiotics.
140

 Thus, the 

alleged requirement to be circumcised applied only to men—the false teachers placed a 

greater burden on men than on women. Paul says this can’t be true because we Christians 

are all “sons of God.” Not “children” but sons. The reason we are all sons is because 

Jesus is God’s son and, through baptism, we have “clothed” ourselves with Christ. Thus, 

we are metaphorically inside of Christ and when God looks at us, He sees not us but 

Jesus, His sinless Son. 

Being “in Christ Jesus” means many things to us. It means that we share in His 

inheritance, the promise of being considered righteous due to our faith. But it also means 

that we are part of a single person—we are “one.” Recall Paul’s lesson in 1 Corinthians 

12, where he explains that we are each a part of a single body, each with different 

functions. 

But the meaning is also that “God does not judge by external appearances.” 

Indeed, He doesn’t even see our external appearances—He sees Jesus. Thus, God cares 

not at all whether we are circumcised. But neither does He care whether we are Jewish or 

                                                 

140
  Some societies even today practice something called female circumcision, but the Jews only 

circumcised males. 
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free or enslaved or male or female. These are all earthly, external matters that matter not 

to God. Those distinctions are all hidden by the clothing of Christ Jesus. 

(Gal. 4:1-3) What I am saying is that as long as the heir is 
a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the 
whole estate. He is subject to guardians and trustees until the 
time set by his father. So also, when we were children, we were in 
slavery under the basic principles of the world.  

So what is the role of law? Paul says before Jesus came, we were enslaved under 

the basic principles of the world. The “basic principles” are how things were before 

Christ—that is, when mankind had fallen due to the sins of Adam and Eve and was 

without grace. In other words, the basic principles are the curse of Genesis 3 that was 

lifted by Christ.
141

 But Paul said in 3:24 that the role of the law was to lead us to Christ, 

that is, to show us that we need a savior. Thus, Paul calls the law a guardian or trustee, 

which kept us from receiving our inheritance until the right time. 

(Gal. 4:4-5) But when the time had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under 
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  

But God rescued us from the condemnation brought on by the basic principles by 

sending His Son. Why does Paul point out that Jesus was born of a woman? Isn’t 

everybody? I believe that it is to emphasize two things. First, that Jesus has an earthly 

ancestry that traces back to Abraham, and thus He is a legitimate heir to the inheritance of 

righteousness by faith. Second, Paul declares that God honors women—He chose a 

woman to bring His Son into the world! How, then, can the false teachers insist on a 

male-centered command? 

By treating Mary abstractly as “a woman,” Paul is surely implying more than that 

Mary was Jesus’ mother. His point must be to contradict the notion that men are greater 

than women in God’s scheme since circumcision brings them into a relationship that 

women cannot share. Thus, his point is that God has honored women by bringing the 

Savior to the world through a woman—clearly offsetting any claim to superiority that the 

Judaizing teachers could make. 

                                                 

141
  “Basic principles” is more literally translated “elements,” that is, the very fundamental nature of 

things. Without Christ, the basic nature of things is that the world is fallen due to the Fall of Man in Genesis 

3.  “Basic principles” cannot refer to the Law of Moses as the “law” from which we are saved is the moral 

law of God, which is certainly found in the Law of Moses but is found in the hearts of men as well. Rom. 

2:1-16.  Indeed, Galatians is written to Gentiles as well as Jews, and for the argument to apply to Gentiles, 

Paul could certainly not have referred to his readers as having been “in slavery under the basic principles of 

the world” if he meant only the Law of Moses. Moreover, Paul would never have referred to the Law of 

Moses as being “of the world,” as the Law of Moses was given by God. 
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And so, thanks to the Son, we—both male and female—have “full rights of 

sons.”
142

 Is this just the right to be saved? Hardly. After all, we weren’t even clothed with 

Christ until we’d been saved, and being clothed with Christ is what gets us full rights! 

Being clothed with Christ is not about admission to salvation—it’s a result of salvation, 

and therefore our new status as sons of God affects how we live and relate to one another 

as Christians.  

Also, recall that Paul confronted Peter over the rights granted by Peter to Gentile 

Christians after they’d been saved. Peter wasn’t denying the Gentiles salvation—he was 

just treating them as lesser Christians. Paul rebuked him, reasoning that God’s acceptance 

of the Gentiles as Christians entitles them to the same rights and treatment as Jews—long 

after they were saved. “Full rights of sons” and “God does not judge by external 

appearance” are fundamental truths of Christianity that ban discrimination based on 

externalities of race, social class, and gender. Many other verses are to the same effect.
143

 

It must be true. 

(Gal. 4:6-7) Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, 
God has made you also an heir.  

Another of our rights as sons is the Holy Spirit. The Spirit in us makes God truly 

our Heavenly Father, gives us an intimate, personal relationship with the Creator, and 

assures us of our inheritance of grace.  

In chapter 5, Paul teaches the scariest lesson in the New Testament. This is the 

passage that speaks of “falling from grace.” Clearly, this is a fate we should all flee. 

(Gal. 5:1-3) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by 
a yoke of slavery. Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let 
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 
Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be 

                                                 

142
  Here the NIV is not entirely literal. As literally translated in the KJV, the Greek really states “the 

adoption of sons,” rather than “full rights of sons.” However, in conjunction with verses 1 and 3, Paul’s 

point is not literally adoption, but emancipation, that is, becoming an adult no longer subject to guardians 

and trustees and thus fully entitled to the right to enjoy one’s inheritance. Thus, we have “full rights” rather 

than the limited rights previously enjoyed.  

143
  (Acts 10:34) “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism”; (Rom. 2:11) “For 

God does not show favoritism”; (Deut. 10:17) “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, 

the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.” 



BURIED TALENTS  

        

 132 

justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 
away from grace. 

Come again? How can it be that being circumcised makes Christ of no value—“at 

all”? After all, most American men are circumcised. And Paul had Timothy circumcised 

so that he would be accepted by the Jews well enough to preach the gospel. So what is it 

about circumcision that damns? 

Plainly, the danger in circumcision is in trying to be justified (saved) by 

circumcision. And why is this so dangerous? Because if you seek justification by any part 

of the law, then you must “obey the whole law.” And none of us can do so. Thus, we 

must entirely rely either on grace or on the law for salvation. Either can, in theory, work, 

but we are all too frail, too weak to actually meet the righteous requirements of the law, 

and thus seeking salvation through law keeping is futile. 

Moreover, there is no in-between position. You can’t seek to insist on some law 

and some grace. It’s grace or law. And law enslaves and kills, because we cannot satisfy 

its requirements. 

(Gal. 5:5-6) But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit 
the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that 
counts

144
 is faith expressing itself through love.  

Law keeping—even moral law keeping—cannot win us our salvation. Rather, the 

righteousness we need to be saved will be given to us—we anticipate it through faith. 

This gives hope. And the Spirit gives assurance that hope will not be disappointed. 

Externalities, such as circumcision, have no value in Christ. What does have 

value, however, is faith—expressing itself through love. Thus, faith comes first, but faith 

is stillborn unless it produces love. Love coming from faith is another way of saying 

“repentance.” Repentance is a change of lifestyle, and love is the lifestyle we adopt. And, 

of course, love must be an active, effective love—resulting in service, as Paul says,
145

  

(Gal. 5:13-18) You, my brothers, were called to be free. 
But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you keep on biting 
and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by 
each other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 

                                                 

144
  Verse 6 reads literally, “neither circumcision anything avails nor uncircumcision, but on the 

contrary, faith through love operating.” The New English Bible translates, “the only thing that counts is 

faith active in love.” Today’s English Version translates, “What matters is faith that works through love.” 

145
  This point is what makes Paul’s view of grace consistent with James’ famous statement: “Faith 

without works is dead.” 
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desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is 
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 
nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 
what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
law. 

Understand this passage and you understand Galatians, indeed, nearly all the New 

Testament. Paul declares that we “are not under law.” Well, we must surely ask, why 

shouldn’t we indulge the sinful nature? Because, Paul says, we are to be led by the Spirit. 

Only if we are so led are we not under law. 

But being led by the Spirit has a practical effect, as does being led by the sinful 

nature: 

(Gal. 5:19-26) The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: 
sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 
I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each 
other. 

Thus, we begin with faith. Faith produces salvation, and salvation the Spirit. The 

Spirit changes our heart so that we produce fruit of the Spirit—in other words, a life of 

love. And there is no law against living a life of love. 

(Gal. 6:15) Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 
anything; what counts is a new creation. 

 Moreover, a life of love fulfills the law—there is no other command binding on 

Christians. But, in reality, even love is not a command—it is a fruit of the Spirit—it is 

simply being true to our new spiritual natures. Thus, love is not a burden but freedom—

freedom to act as we now want to act! 

Not that we can’t fall away. Indeed, we can lose our salvation by three means: 
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We can lose our faith.
146

 

We can return to our sinful natures, frustrating the work of the Spirit and 

ultimately losing the Spirit. Those who live like this will lose their salvation.
147

  

We can elect to seek to be saved by the law—any part or all of it. And if we seek 

salvation by law keeping, to be saved, we must keep all the law. This is the fearsome 

lesson of Galatians. 

Thus, we must accept Jesus as the Son of God, and as our Lord, and as our Savior. 

Or else we must live sinless lives. There is no in between. 

Why do I say that the third point is “fearsome”? Because most of my life I’ve 

insisted on law keeping as a condition to salvation, and so have many others. For 

example, if I insist that only those who worship on Sundays without an instrument are 

going to heaven, I’ve added a command to the plan of salvation. I’ve said that there is a 

law—no instruments in worship—that must be added to faith for one to be saved. 

A cappella singing is not a consequence of “love your neighbor,” and therefore is not part 

of the only thing that counts, and therefore doesn’t count—in terms of whether you go to 

heaven. 

Thus, we have been given the perfect tool to distinguish eternal commands from 

temporary, culturally limited commands: love.  

Paul discusses this understanding of obedience in Romans: 

(13:8-10) Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not 
commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” 
and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up 
in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 
harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

Therefore, if I love my fellowman, I have fulfilled the law. Therefore, I do not 

need to be circumcised to fulfill the law, since I can perfectly well love and love well 

without having been circumcised. 

Just so, a woman can love her fellows and love well without wearing a veil while 

praying—in today’s society. She could not do so in First Century Corinthian society. A 

woman may exercise authority over a man without in any way being unloving in today’s 

society—but not in First Century Ephesus. Certainly, if a woman were to teach a man 
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  John 4:1 and following verses. 

147
  Heb. 10:26 and following verses. 
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more about Christ, that would be an act of love in modern culture. But teaching a man in 

a domineering way would not be—even more so in the First Century. 

And so we see that Paul declares an end to arbitrary rules and regulations. There 

are no rules for the sake of having rules. The only rules that are eternal—not culture 

based—are those rules that are dictated by the obligation to love. As Paul states in 

Romans 13, adultery will always be wrong because it always contradicts the pledge of 

love made by spouses. Similarly, murder cannot be an act of love, nor can stealing.  

The command to love not only imposes eternal duties such as these—it may 

impose some temporary duties, such as the command to wear a veil while praying, or to 

greet one another with the Holy Kiss, or to wash one another’s feet. These commands 

were simply commands to love as applied under First Century circumstances. Our 

circumstances are quite different now. The command to love still applies, but the 

command has different practical results.  

Some will misunderstand this line of reasoning by thinking that it contradicts 

baptism, but Paul is only addressing the saved. He is not discussing how to become 

saved!
148

 It is only after one has been saved and is in Christ that one is freed from all 

“law” other than the perfect law of love. Thus, the law of love does not argue against the 

need to be baptized. 

Others will misunderstand and think that this interpretation undermines much of 

what the Church of Christ has stood for many years. And yet we’ve always taught that 

salvation comes by repenting and being baptized (Acts 2:38). What is repenting? It is a 

decision to change and live a life of obedience to Christ. And what does Christ 

command? “Love one another.” 

(Matt. 7:12) So in everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

(Matt. 22:35-40) One of them, an expert in the law, tested 
him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”  

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 
two commandments.” 

                                                 

148
 Gal. 3:26-27: “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” 
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(John 13:34-35) “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” 

(John 15:9-14) “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

(1 John 3:21-23) Dear friends, if our hearts do not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from 
him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do 
what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 
commanded us. 

(James 2:8-9) If you really keep the royal law found in 
Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. 

The recurring theme of these verses is that Jesus’ “commands” are but one 

command—love one another. Matthew 7:12, the Golden Rule, makes clear that love must 

be an active love—a love that prompts actual doing for others. Moreover, we are taught 

that this is both a light and a heavy command. It is light because we are freed from 

arbitrary rules for the sake of rules. Rather, we who are in Christ are subject to but one 

rule: “love one another.” But it is heavy because this rule requires us to lay down our 

lives for our friends. Jesus is the perfect example of how to live a loving life. 

In the minds of some of my more legalistically inclined brothers, this sort of 

reasoning is nothing but so much liberal, mumbo-jumbo mush. It is too vague and 

uncertain—even dangerous—to appeal to many within the Church. Indeed, sermons have 

been preached warning against “liberals” who speak too much of love! And yet Paul—an 

apostle of my Lord Jesus Christ—said that the only thing that matters is faith expressing 

itself through love! Jesus Himself said that all the law hangs on the command to love. 

Many readers would perhaps provisionally accept these ideas—but would wonder 

just how their favorite doctrines are affected. But the New Testament is filled with 

examples of how to apply this command in countless situations. And so we are not saying 

that there are no absolute commands or conclusions. Jesus and Paul condemn adultery, 

stealing, murder, and covetousness as violating the command to love. Numerous other 

corollary or derivative commands are announced throughout the scriptures. But I do not 
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intend to understate the significance of the words of Jesus, Paul, James, and John. There 

is much that we must reconsider if we are to take them at their word.
149

 

Ultimately, the eternal rule that we may not discriminate on the basis of gender is 

true, not because Paul said “neither male nor female,” but because we are saved by 

faith—expressing itself through love—and nothing else counts. Thus, any arbitrary 

distinction between Christians must be a product of the burden of living in an evil 

society—not God’s eternal will.  

Indeed, the result would be the same had Paul never said that there is neither male 

nor female—the fact the God does not show favoritism and the fact that the only 

commands that matter are those commands derived from “love your neighbor” make the 

point quite well enough.
150

 

The fearsome part. We need to spend a little more time pondering Paul’s 

teachings about falling from grace. Paul didn’t say that the Galatians would fall from 

grace by sinning—being circumcised is not a sin. Rather, they risked a fall from grace by 

                                                 

149
  Perhaps for another book some day in the future, the command to love has a few wrinkles. For 

example, when the New Testament instructs us on marriage, sex, divorce, or the role of women, we are 

called back to the Genesis 1 and 2 ideal marriage of Adam and Eve. But that’s because the way spouses best 

love is in such a relationship, and because any sexual relationship outside the relationship described in Eden 

produces evil results—some results affect society at large more than the individuals involved—but God in 

His wisdom knows that the destruction of marriage, for example, will harm children in particular and 

society as a whole, and thus our failure to uphold marriage is an unloving thing. Premarital sex, therefore, is 

wrong as destructive of marriage even if the participants aren’t themselves harmed in any obvious way. 

 Just so, obeying seemingly arbitrary rules such as the command to take the Lord’s Supper or to 

assemble weekly certainly isn’t the only way we might express our love to one another and to God, and yet 

God, in His wisdom, knows that these practices are necessary to building up the church (as proven by nearly 

2,000 years of experience). 

 Thus, we can’t be naïve and argue that anything that seems loving is okay. As Christians we have 

to look to God’s word as a source of wisdom much greater than our own, and realize that God has a much 

bigger picture of the world and the impact of our actions than we do.  But we must also resist the temptation 

to take any pet doctrine and declare it to be the product of the command to love, even when it clearly is not. 

Demeaning half the world’s population is not loving. 

150
  Some contend that Gal. 6:2 disproves this argument: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ.” “Aha!” they say, “Christ really is a lawmaker because there is a ‘law of 

Christ’!” But this argument fails by utterly ignoring all that Paul has said before. The “law of Christ” is 

“love your neighbor,” of course. And Paul doesn’t say this is the way to salvation. He says this is how you 

do what the Spirit prompts you to do as a new creation. He is instructing, not commanding. Even if I’m 

wrong, showing that there is a law of Christ hardly shows that every rule and regulation that another wishes 

to impose is the law of Christ. We must find this law of Christ in Galatians—and there is only the one 

candidate—love. Finally, I might add that Paul was as capable as any good writer of using irony. 
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insisting on a practice as a condition to salvation and full fellowship that is not a part of 

the gospel.  

Now Paul defines the gospel as righteousness coming from faith by means of 

Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection.
151

 Thus, “gospel” is about how to become saved, not 

such issues as divorce and remarriage or even women’s role. The gospel is what people 

“hear” when they hear, believe, repent, confess, and are baptized. This is very important 

information, but it is also fairly narrowly defined information. 

Thus, if I require you to have the right position on, say, divorce, to be saved, then 

I’ve added to the plan of salvation and I’m very truly in jeopardy of falling from grace. If 

you are counting on being right on one doctrine (other than the gospel) to be saved, then 

you must be right on all doctrines to be saved. Either you earn it yourself or you count on 

grace. No half measures.  

This is not to say that having the right doctrine of divorce is unimportant—it is 

quite important because God’s teaching on divorce tells us how best to love and how to 

avoid sin—sin that hurts other people. But being right is not a condition to being 

baptized, nor is it a condition to going to heaven. And if we teach otherwise, we’ve fallen 

from grace. Truly a fearsome thought. 

Sorry for getting on my soapbox again. I know this doesn’t directly deal with what 

you bought the book for—but I’m in agony of spirit for many of my brothers who seem, 

to me, to be in the deepest jeopardy of losing their souls.  

B. Cottrell’s objection.  Of all the authors that I’ve chosen to disagree with, 

Cottrell is my favorite—because he’s the most honest. He admits that weak arguments are 

weak. He doesn’t accuse his opponents of bad faith or question their salvation.  

Cottrell spends considerable effort dealing with 3:28. Ultimately his argument is 

based on Jewish laws of inheritance. He points out that under the Law of Moses 

daughters did not inherit, unless there was no son. Thus, for a female Christian to inherit 

the “promise,” that is, the promise of salvation by faith rather than works that God gave 

to Abraham, some mechanism must be found to get around this rule. 

                                                 

151
  (Rom. 1:2-5) “the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 

regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of 

holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among 

all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.” 

(Col. 1:21-23) “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his 

sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 

moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed 

to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.” 
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Paul deals with this by declaring that at baptism Christians “put on Christ” (3:27 

KJV) and so God only sees Jesus when He looks at us, thereby allowing us to claim the 

inheritance of the promise. 

Cottrell also points out that Gentiles and slaves don’t qualify to inherit from 

Abraham either—only male, free Jews. Thus, the commonality of the three pairs is the 

contrast in ability to inherit. 

I’m inclined to agree with Cottrell to this point. But then he concludes that 

therefore inheritance only applies to a Christian’s initial salvation—not to other aspects of 

our relationship with God. Thus, while men and women have equal access to salvation—

clearly the subject at hand—they don’t necessarily have equal access to other elements of 

the Christian life. And here I must disagree. 

Yes, it’s true that salvation is the issue. But among the many points Paul makes in 

Galatians is that whatever gets you into Christ is the same as what keeps you in Christ. 

Thus, not only do I not have to circumcised to become saved, I don’t need to be 

circumcised to stay saved. 

Take, for example, 3:3:  

After beginning with the Spirit are you now trying to attain your 
goal with human effort? 

and 3:5 

Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you 
because you observe the law, or because you believe what you 
heard? 

In verse 3 Paul declares that because we were saved by grace and faith at the outset that 

we must understand that we remain saved by the same means. In verse 5 Paul speaks in 

the present tense, saying that the Galatians presently have the Spirit because they 

presently believe (not because they believed when they were first saved).  

The point is that the faith and repentance that allow us to become saved are  the 

very things that allow us to stay saved. There is not one doctrine of how to become saved 

and another of how to stay saved. It’s all salvation and it’s all faith. Countless other 

passages are to the same effect. 

And this is why Paul declares in Galatians that the gospel—salvation by faith—

affects how we deal with our fellow Christians. For example, at the end of chapter 2, Paul 

rebukes Peters for refusing to associate with the Gentiles. Why? Because discrimination 

contradicts how we are saved. Paul reminds Peter, 
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We … know that a man is not justified by observing the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

In short, Paul declares that the process by which we are saved tells us how we are 

to treat one another. God accepts Jews and Gentiles both based on faith. Therefore, we 

may not discriminate between the two. Of course, the same argument addresses how men 

and women are to relate to one another in Christ. Indeed, if God only sees Jesus when he 

looks at a woman, then who are we to see anything less? 


