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CHAPTER XIII  
TITUS 2:3-5—“BUSY AT HOME” 

Paul wrote his letter to Titus at about the same time and under similar 

circumstances as his letters to Timothy. Titus was a missionary to Crete. Paul also 

addresses the role of women in this letter: 

3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the 
way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but 
to teach what is good. 4 Then they can train the younger women 
to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and 
pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their 
husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

We first note that the King James Version translates “busy at home” as “keepers 

at home,” which sounds very much like a command for women to be housekeepers. But 

even the NIV’s “busy at home” is not entirely accurate. The term really means “to 

manage the home.”
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We should also note that “be subject to” mistranslates the word better translated 

as “submit” in Ephesians 5 and 6. The command for wives to be submissive to their 

husbands is no different from the teachings that we’ve already studied in other passages.  

Moreover, we can’t help but notice the contrast between the translation “busy at 

home” with Proverbs 31’s teachings of the ideal woman. The ideal woman is not only 

busy at home but she also buys land and plants a vineyard, produces and sells goods in 

the marketplace, and is noted for her instruction. Does Paul intend to overrule Proverbs 

31? Is he condemning Lydia, the dealer in purple dye whom he converted in Acts 16:14-

15?  

As is always true in interpreting the scriptures, we must look not only at the 

commands, but the reasons for the commands. Sometimes these reasons are either not 

stated or are incompletely stated. In this case, however, the reason is clear—women are to 

be busy at home “so that no one will malign the word of God.” Plainly, Paul’s concern is 

not for an eternal rule that women may only be housewives—rather Paul’s concern is for 

the reputation of the Christian community in First Century Crete. Crete was 

predominantly Grecian in culture, and as we studied earlier, it would have been 
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   “The word denotes, then, a position of some authority and responsibility. In neither 1 Tim. 5:14 

nor Tit. 2:5 are women urged to say at home, but to supervise their households with discretion and 

responsibility.” Stanley N. Helton, “Titus 2:5—Must Women Stay At Home?” Osburn, Essays on Women 1, 

p. 376. 
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considered outlandishly immoral for a married woman in a Grecian community to take on 

any role other than being busy at home. 

We should also note that Paul is concerned for the reputation of such women to 

those outside the church. Paul was not counseling Titus to satisfy the scruples of the 

church’s membership. How ironic it is that today we are often more concerned with the 

attitudes of those within the church than those that we should be seeking to convert. 

Given a choice between making our members comfortable and making visitors 

comfortable, we too often consider only the members’ feelings. But Paul places emphasis 

on living so that outsiders will not “malign the word of God.” 

Today, unconverted people (and many of those converted!) consider our 

traditional treatment of our women members immoral—even wicked. Potential converts 

are often offended at the notion that some of our churches have men’s business 

meetings—at which women not only cannot vote, they cannot attend! Similarly, while our 

refusal to allow women to teach or speak to the congregation may please those within the 

church, it deeply offends those outside the church, who consider such traditions to be 

sexist and insulting to women. 

We had better be sure that the Bible truly requires us to limit women’s roles, 

because we deeply injure our appeal to the unconverted by such practices. We will be 

accountable for the souls we fail to reach, and I suspect that God will be much more 

concerned with lost souls than with our obedience to commands never intended to apply 

to 21st Century America. 


