Who Is God?
Mt. Carmel. “Carmel” means God’s vineyard. Carmel was legendary for its fertility. It is the most forested land in Israel, because it receives the most rain. The Valley of Jezreel (Valley of Armageddon) runs by the mountain.

Omri, king of the northern tribes (Israel), died and his son, Ahab, became king. Reigned in Samaria for 22 years. Married Jezebel, princess of Sidon of Phoenicia, and worshipped Asherah, taking Israel away from God.

Ahab’s sons were named for Yahweh, so he didn’t entirely leave God. Rather, he worshipped both God and Baal.
God called Elijah as prophet. “Elijah” means “Yahweh is God.” Elijah came from across the Jordan. 

Elijah announced the end of rain and dew — because Baal was the god of rain. In the wilderness, the dew waters the plants that feed the sheep, so the absence of dew was much worse than it sounds to Western ears.

After 3 ½ years, God told Elijah to go to Ahab. Elijah announced a contest, challenged 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah. He challenged the people, “How long will you waver between two opinions?” — make a choice! “But the people said nothing.”
20 miles south of Carmel, Joshua and the people made a covenant with Yahweh — choose the god you will serve. This time, the people answered — we will serve Yahweh. But under Ahab, they said nothing.

Elijah called for two bulls, one for an altar to Baal and one for an altar to Yahweh. Prophets of Baal were unable to bring fire from heaven. Elijah repaired an existing altar of 12 stones, prayed to Yahweh, and God sent fire.

The people fell flat and cried, “The Lord, he is God.” = “Elijah.” Elijah then ordered the execution of the prophets. Elijah warned Ahab to leave because rain was coming.

Neither Ahab nor Jezebel was converted. Ahab threatened the life of Elijah. And most of the people continued to worship Baal.
Conclusions:

· God will not share top billing. Even though Ahab didn’t deny Yahweh, he also worshipped Baal. This was not good enough.

· When we live for God, people will see God — and some will follow God.
1 Kings 19 — Jezebel wanted have Elijah killed. Elijah went through a period of despair. 

(1 Ki 19:1-18)  Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them." 3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. 
When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. 
All at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you." 8 So he got up and ate and drank. 
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 
And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 10 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 
11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 
Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 
14 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 
15 The LORD said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 
18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him."

Some questions
· Why would Ahab, a king of Israel, marry a princess of Sidon? [such marriages often sealed treaties between nations — the theory being that Sidon wouldn’t attack a nation where a daughter of the king lived. Therefore, it was form of diplomacy, relying on man’s wisdom for peace rather than God’s hand.]

· Who else married foreign women and found himself seduced into idolatry? [Solomon]

· What should we teach our children about whom they marry?

· Despite God’s great miracle, the nation’s leaders and the people largely remained unpersuaded. Why not? (Compare the behavior of the Israelites in the wilderness.) [Despite God’s mighty acts, people are easily seduced by the sins of their neighbors and by the pleasures of idolatry.]

· Why was Elijah so discouraged? God had just done a great miracle through him! He obviously had a great personal relationship with God. [Because his joy was in bringing others to God, not merely in his own relationship with God.]

· Elijah fled to Horeb — which is where God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. Why do you suppose he went there? [First, it was a long way from Jezebel! But Elijah felt the need to be especially close to God, and while God is everywhere and available everywhere, people often feel closest to God in certain special places. I think Elijah wanted another miracle. He wanted another mountaintop experience.]

· Why did God send a great wind, an earthquake, and a fire, if God was not in these? [We often look for God in the spectacular, but God is most present in the ordinary. God’s point was, I think, that although he is delighted to show himself through great miracles, we need to learn to see God in the ordinary — the “gentle whisper” (KJV: “still, small voice”). In fact, the search for miracles — although they happen — can distract us from the voice of God that is always there. Elijah had gone to a mountain where a great miracle had occurred, hoping for another miracle. And God did miracles aplenty, but the voice of God was but a whisper. Think about it: Elijah had been tended to by angels, but he felt the need to go to Horeb to talk to God! His faith was weak, because the miracle hadn’t worked.]

· When the story of 1 Kings 19 was being read, what did you expect God to say? [I would have thought God would have spoken words of comfort: “You’re a great prophet, you’re doing a great job, it’s not your fault.” But, instead, God said, in effect, “Get to work!” He gave Elijah a list of tasks to perform — but God did encourage him by telling him what GOD had been doing — “Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel” but God himself took credit for this. For Elijah, though, this was real comfort, because his heart was set on God, not on God working through Elijah.] 
· Have you ever felt like Elijah — done something you thought would change everything only to think it was all futility?

· Have you ever had an experience with God like Elijah’s on Mt. Carmel? Does God ever speak to us in a still, small voice? Is this something we can experience even today?

· When we get discouraged, what lessons can we take from Elijah? [God is alive and working even when we can’t see it. When we get discouraged, God cares and is with us — but the cure is to get busy again, being about God’s work even when we can’t see the results. God’s still, small voice should be enough for us, even when what we really want is something spectacular. In fact, humble service will do more to change the world than a million miracles.]

