Iron of Culture
Lesson takes place at Tell Azekah, about 12 miles from Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and the Mediterranean, in the Shephelah. Azekah protected the path between the plains and the mountains.

David and Goliath: Philistine army met Israelite army near Azekah. 

David lived in Bethlehem. Shepherd lived in the wilderness, east of Bethlehem. Could have been 8 to 12 years old.

God uses people who, from our perspective, don’t have much to offer.

Goliath was from Gath. Writer uses two or three sixes — 

600 shekels, iron point

6000 shekels, armor (or 5000 — texts vary)

6 cubits tall

Armor of scales, reminds readers of the serpent.

Goliath is thus a warrior for Satan
Iron age

Philistines were masters of iron. Had an impact like the automobile or computer. Huge military advantage.

Saul may have had the only metal armor owned by Israel. Jonathan had a sword. No Israelite blacksmiths.

David: “the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.”
(1 Sam 17:46-47)  This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our hands."

Lesson: God wants you to use what he’s given you, whatever you’re good at.

David became a hero. Saul chases David.

David joins with Achish, King of Gath. He gives David a city, Ziklag.

Soon, Israel learned art of iron making. David may have learned the art while living with the Philistines.

To defeat the Philistines, David had to learn the tools of the enemy.

But the Christians do not control the “iron” of our society. Education, law, politics, music, writing

Question:

Here are several strategies I’ve heard suggested for Christians to change the world. What do you think of each? Score each one from 0 to 10 in effectiveness and discuss why. (Each one deserves more than a zero, I think.)
· Defend the gospel

· Put Christian sermons on TV or radio

· Develop a Christian music industry

· Develop a Christian movie industry

· Preach the truth every Sunday from the pulpit

· Home school our children

· Send our children to Christian schools

· Get laws passed banning abortion and gay marriage

· Get a Christian elected president and Christians appointed to Supreme Court
· Tell your neighbor about Jesus

· Be the church

· Feed the hungry, clothe the naked

· Live as Jesus would have us live

· Send missionaries

· Plant churches

· Raise our children to be missionaries and ministers — fulltime or vocational

· Be missionaries and ministers — fulltime or vocational

Question

Iron was a technological advantage that provided better weapons, as well as better transportation (iron chariots)

What is “iron” in modern culture? How do we use it to the advantage of the Kingdom?

What weapons does the world use to defeat Christianity?

This is hardly an obvious lesson, although RVL makes the point. To quote Buddy Bell, we can’t defeat Satan using Satan’s weapons.

To quote the shepherd boy David, “All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our hands."
Therefore, what weapons should we really be using?

