There are at least three themes in the DVD episodes and lesson notes:

· Baptism

· God requiring us to take the first step

· The ark of the covenant and the Spirit’s indwelling (as God dwelled in a special way above the mercy seat, covering the ark)

The notes are just on baptism. The video is 17 minutes. 10 minutes for announcements, prayer requests, prayer, and fellowship (and first service going late), means the video ends 27 minutes into a 55 minute class. You’ll have 28 minutes to teach.
Some teachers want to go more slowly and continue the Gezer lesson. This is in the teacher’s discretion. 

RVL explains that the Israelites did not see the Jordan as holy or something to worship — unlike how the Egyptians saw the Nile or the Hindus saw the Ganges. Rather, the Israelites saw the Jordan as a barrier.

Additional background

In the poor soil of the Great Rift, plants only grow thickly at the river banks. Hence, the Jews spoke of the Jordan’s “thicket.” Despite being more of a creek than a river, it looked like a fence or barrier, as it produced an array of trees in a barren land.

And the river flowed very rapidly due to the steep grade from Horeb to the Dead Sea. It’s slower today as much of the water is gone for irrigation.

Old people, babies, men and women carrying all their possessions on their backs would have struggled to cross the River.

Some of the 12 tribes were given land east of the Jordan, but they all crossed over to take the western lands together.

Crossing the Jordan

What would they have seen crossing the Jordan as meaning to them? They crossed from what to what?

· anticipation and reality

· the desert and Promised Land (land of milk and honey)
· wandering and being home

· slavery and freedom

· safety and danger (they died in the desert of old age, by and large. They crossed over at Jericho, a large walled city, and then fought many battles)

· testing and triumph

· cowardice and courage

· a land of paganism and land transformed to show God to the world

· preparation and mission (Israelites wandered 40 years so that they’d be a desert-hardened people ready to conquer Canaan)

John baptized in the Jordan, near Jerusalem, meaning near Jericho, perhaps at the very place where the Israelites crossed. 
Remember that Hebrew thought is more picture and metaphor, and that God often chose times and places for symbolic reasons. What would a First Century Jew, learning that John was baptizing in the Jordan think that meant? 

He could have baptized higher up the river, in other rivers, in springs, in pools, even in Roman bathhouses — with heated water. Why do all the Gospels introduce John as baptizing in the Jordan, near Jericho? (people were there from Jerusalem, and that road went by Jericho)
Possible answers:

· It meant crossing a barrier. As the Israelites passed through water to the Promised Land, freedom, home, mission, etc., baptism symbolized —

· the coming of the Kingdom (Promised Land), freedom (promised by the prophets when the Holy Spirit returned to Israel, and John had the Spirit), 

· the coming of prophesied inheritance (to the prophets, our “inheritance” is the new earth purged of wickedness, so that we are saved from our enemies): a new home

· freedom from sin (John baptized into forgiveness of sins)

· mission (John taught his followers that repentance was more than not sinning, it required new values)

(Luke 3:10-14)  "What should we do then?" the crowd asked. 11 John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" 13 "Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them. 14 Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."

(Luke 3:18)  And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.

· Jesus had not yet been revealed. Rather, this is the good news prophesied in the Old Testament, the coming of the Kingdom, God’s reign on earth, the Messiah, salvation from their enemies.

· Note parallels of “good news” to story of crossing Jordan 

Jesus came to John for baptism
Why? Jesus said “to fulfill all righteousness,” which is hardly transparent. Why should a sinless man be baptized by John?

· To endorse John’s work

· To be anointed by the greatest of the prophets for mission (compare Elijah’s anointing of Elisha 1 King 19:16) although Jesus was hardly John’s disciple or apprentice
· To demonstrate the meaning of the baptism that was to come. 

Remember, the Jews thought in pictures. How does Jesus’ baptism show us a picture of Christian baptism?

· Spirit descended and remained on him (John 1:32)
· This is my beloved Son

· In whom I am well pleased

Do the heavens open up when we are baptized?

RVL notes that there are several parallels between Jesus’ baptism and the Creation. See chart on p. 62 of teacher’s guide.

Notice that to the Jews, a body of water represented chaos. They were a desert people and water was dangerous. Rain meant floods rushing through waddis, killing people without warning. Even today, Jews don’t live on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, whereas Westerners would consider that prime real estate. Hence, in Rev 22, we are told there will be “no sea” in the new heaven and earth.

(Gen 1:2)  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

“Hovering” means to hover like a bird over a nest. 

Both stories speak in terms of God doing his work through the Spirit over water. Both stories bring life out of the waters. Both stories lead quickly to temptation, except Jesus resisted the devil, whereas Adam and Eve did not. 
Shortly after his baptism, we read of Jesus baptizing (John 3:22) in the Judean countryside, but never again. We learn from John 3:23 that John later baptized at Aenon, which is on a tributary to the Jordan, showing that there was no magic in the Jordan (baptisms take whether there or elsewhere).

Why did Jesus stop baptizing? In the Gospels, there’s no mention of literal baptism from Jesus’ baptism until the Great Commission! In John, references to Jesus baptism stop in chapter 3 (except for references back), although the doctrine is referred to in, for example, the story of Nicodemus in c 4.

When Jesus sent out missionaries, he did not instruct them to baptize. Evidently, once John was imprisoned, there was no more baptizing until Pentecost. It certainly wasn’t recorded. Why not baptize?
(I don’t know but I like to ask the question, because it helps show that baptism, though important enough to be commanded in the Great Commission, was not the centerpiece of Jesus’ mission.)
Possible answers:

· Jesus’ baptism would be by the Spirit, and the Spirit wouldn’t be given until after Jesus death.

· Jesus wanted to endorse John’s work but not continue it

· Jesus mission was to preach the good news of the Kingdom and do works of compassion. Jesus wanted to add deeper meanings that could not be anticipated before his resurrection. Baptism would become the mark of his disciples after his resurrection, but, for example, you can’t be baptized into his death before then. 

Pentecost

Pentecost was God’s timing. Why did God choose Pentecost?

Pentecost was a festival first fruits, sacrificed in honor of God at the beginning of the harvest. These sacrifices were acts of great faith, as there was no guaranty that the rest of the harvest would come in — locusts, hail, fire, and even rain could all destroy the harvest, but the first of the harvest was given to God on Pentecost.
Also, Pentecost is honored by the Jews as the anniversary of the giving of the Law to Moses on Sinai — as that occurred 50 days after the first Passover, at the end of the 10 plagues, according to Jewish tradition.
So God added to Christian baptism the meanings: the beginning of the harvest and the giving of a new covenant, as well as all it meant before.

Surely the Jews understood this to be after the pattern of John’s baptism, except that Peter explained that now baptism included the gift of the Spirit in fulfillment of the prophesies anticipating the Kingdom.

At Pentecost, they probably baptized at the temple. What was the symbolism?
(Acts doesn’t say where they were in Jerusalem, but it had to be a big enough space to hold well over 3,000 listeners (not all were converted), in a city of narrow streets. And it had to be central enough that such a large crowd would be there. And there had to be facilities to immerse 3,000. The temple courts are the most likely place by far.)
Baptismal fonts at the temple were for cleansing — to become ritually clean to be able to make sacrifice. How would First Century Jews have interpreted their own baptism?

· Worshipers had to be clean before entering the temple, but the new Christians didn’t go into the temple. They went into the church.

· Jews walked into and out of the pools themselves. They cleansed themselves. Christians are baptized — it’s always passive. Baptism is a gift received, not a work performed.
· Baptism is into a new community, a new Kingdom, a new relationship with God
· Sacrifice would be expected
· Repent (like John taught) and be immersed into (eis) the forgiveness of sins (like John taught) and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (as John predicted and as Jesus himself received)
Mission (be sure you cover this one)

Each of these crossing-over events were into mission.

The Israelites crossed the Jordan near Jericho, a walled city, that God expected them to conquer. They passed through water to begin God’s fight with paganism. And it was immediate. (“Joshua” and “Jesus” are the same word in Hebrew! Did you ever wonder why Jesus is named after Joshua rather than Moses?)
Jesus’ baptism was at the beginning of his ministry — but not of war. It was a ministry of preaching the Kingdom and works of compassion — a radically different approach to conquest, but conquest nonetheless.

Our baptism is into the Kingdom, to be servants of God in his mission, which is a continuation of Jesus’ mission.
