The materials mention two points.

Point 1: Conquest of the Promised Land was God’s battle, not the Israelites. 
Point 2: We are to offer the first fruits to God. Indeed, we are the first fruits.

I would add —

Point 3: God can use even a prostitute to fulfill his plans

Point 1: Conquest of the Promised Land was God’s battle, not the Israelites. 

This is much like the story of crossing the Jordan. We go first, but God gives the victory. God defeated Jericho, but only after the Israelites marched around the city as they were told. Obedience first; miracle second.
As you read Joshua, you can’t help but be impressed with how many times God declares that he’ll drive the Canaanites out of the land.

(Deu 18:12-14)  Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. 13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the LORD your God has not permitted you to do so.

(Josh 3:9-13)  Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap."

(Josh 13:6-7)  "As for all the inhabitants of the mountain regions from Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim, that is, all the Sidonians, I myself will drive them out before the Israelites. Be sure to allocate this land to Israel for an inheritance, as I have instructed you, 7 and divide it as an inheritance among the nine tribes and half of the tribe of Manasseh."

(Josh 23:4-10)  Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain--the nations I conquered--between the Jordan and the Great Sea in the west. 5 The LORD your God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you. 6 "Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 9 "The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised.

(Josh 23:12-13)  "But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, 13 then you may be sure that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the LORD your God has given you.

Of course, the Israelites had to fight the Canaanites. God drove them out, but only as the Israelites fought. But God gave the victory.

The faith, then, is in joining the battle. Not in believing the miracle, but in believing the miracle will happen, and so having the courage to face the foe.

What are the battles God calls us to fight today?

· Against selfishness, to be generous

· To teach others, make disciples

· To help those in need

· To put God first

What does it mean to take the first step, to join the battle in faith, today?

Point 2: We are to offer the first fruits to God. Indeed, we are the first fruits.

(James 1:18)  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

Story of Achan: Joshua 7:1-12,24-26

Many speak of Achan when they declare that there’s sin in the camp, and say we fail because of it. But, of course, there’s always sin in church, right?

What made Achan’s sin particularly dangerous?

[There’s a difference between intentionally violating God’s will. Achan knew it was wrong, which is why he hid what he’d stolen. He wasn’t trying to do right and failing. He was in rebellion.]

What lesson would a stranger realize from walking past the ruins of Jericho? What would the fact that Jericho wasn’t rebuilt mean to those who walked the Jericho road?

[If anyone asked, “Why not rebuild?” the Jews would say, “Because we dedicated this victory to God,” and tell the story. Jericho itself became a monument to victory given by God.

The ancients considered it very important that they be remembered — hence the standing stones and other monuments they built. They wanted their descendants to remember them. Seeing Jericho would mean that those who stand in God’s way will lose not only their lives, but their heritage, the memory of them. What they’d built might never be restored. It would have been a fearsome sight.
It would also stand as a reminder of how God tore down the walls — it would serve as a lesson on the power of God over the Canaanites.
What else?]

What are our first fruits?

Our money, our time, our talents

How would we sacrifice our first fruits to God?

Give examples, be very specific

Point 3: God can use even a prostitute to fulfill his plans

Rahab is listed in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew, along with Tamar, Ruth, and Bathsheba. 

Why mention these women? And why just these women? What’s Matthew’s point?
Tamar was Judah’s daughter in law, and seduced him by pretending to be a cult prostitute.

Gen 38:6-7,11-19

Ruth was a Moabitess.

Ruth 1:1-8, 14-16, 22

Bathsheba, mother of Solomon, was guilty of adultery

2 Sam 11:1-5,14-17

Rahab was a prostitute, presumably in the worship of idols. (In ancient times, especially in Canaan, fertility gods were worshiped via prostitutes — make a donation, have sex, are your crops will grow.)
[Christianity is for sinners.]

Rahab is commended both for her faith (Heb 11:31) and for her works (James 2:25). How can it be both? Do we normally see faith and works as opposites?
As Rahab was not a Jew and was, indeed, a Canaanite whom the Israelites were commanded to kill, what does her survival — and inclusion in Jesus’ lineage — tell us about God?
(Deu 7:1-4)  When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations--the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you-- 2 and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the Lord's anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you.

[That God never rejects those who come to him with faith and repentance. And God always rewards those with faith. His law cannot be truly understood unless we understand God’s heart. And if we Rahab as contrary to God’s heart, and thus his law, we greatly misunderstand our God. God is so anxious to save that he’ll even make exceptions to his own rules when it suits his purposes. It’s his right.]

